
 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF PENRYN HELD ON MONDAY 30 
NOVEMBER 2020 AT 7:00PM REMOTELY VIA ZOOM 

 
Councillors 
Wenmoth (Town Mayor), Bennett, Garrett, H May, M May, McSorley, Rickard, Tucker and 

Widdon 
 

In Attendance 
Helen Perry (Town Clerk) 

Robert Oliver (Finance Officer) 
 
87.  APOLOGIES 

 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Edwards (work) and Peters 

(work). 
 
Councillors Ruby, Snowdon and Langan were absent, no apology given. 

 
Cornwall Councillor John Symons also put in his apologies.  

 
88.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

 There were no declarations of interest. 
 

89.  DISPENSATIONS 
 

 There were no requests for dispensations. 

 
90.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 
 No requests had been received from members of the public wishing to speak at the 

meeting 

 
91.  CONTRIBUTION TO HIGHWAYS SCHEME 

 
 Councillor M May gave an overview of the Community Networks Highways scheme, 

where each network area is given 50k per financial year to carry out small schemes. 

Penryn Parish falls within the Falmouth and Penryn Community Network Area. 
 

The overall predicted cost of the outstanding network schemes is £122,911, with an 
estimated shortfall of £28,503, the Councils within the network area have been 
asked to consider making a contribution of 25% of the value of their schemes, 

Penryn’s schemes have been costed at £14,368.33 (contribution £3,953 rounded-
up). 

 
The schemes for Penryn cover the following areas: 

• Bohelland Rise and Bohelland Road 
• Love Lane, Gorran Gorras 
• Glasney Terrace 

• Calver Close 
• Poltair Road 

• Kernick Road 
• Little Oaks and Woodland Avenue 
• Feasibility study – Saracen Way 

 



 

 

A further discussion with regards to allocating any funds towards the scheme, would 

take during the next item on the agenda – Budget – First Draft. 
 

92.  BUDGET – FIRST DRAFT – 2021/22 FINANCIAL YEAR 
 

 The Town Clerk gave Councillors an overview of the budget, commencing with items 

of note that would increase the spend in the current year, these included additional 
purchases due to the pandemic (PPE, cleaning materials), extra work required to 

bring the electrics of the library and Town Hall to satisfactory and the expenditure 
for computer related items (i.e. licences for online meetings, extra IT support etc.) 
 

Councillors were informed that the collection rate for the tax base had decreased to 
a collection rate of 98.5%, which would mean that even if the precept was kept at 

the same figure as the current financial year, council tax payers would still see a 
small increase on their bills. 

The Clerk confirmed that any additions or subtractions made regarding the first 
draft of the budget, would be presented to Council at the meeting scheduled for 
Monday 14 December 2020. 

 
A lengthy discussion then took place regarding items on the budget, items of note 

are listed below: 
 

• Equipment for Halls – a discussion took place about whether, the scheduled 

replacement of the chairs in the Temperance Hall should take place in the 
next financial year (2021/22) – no proposal was put forward following the 

discussion.  The replacement of the chairs remains in the budget. 
 

• Christmas Lights (Capital Expenditure) – an enquiry was made regarding the 

necessity for the lights budget to remain at £4,000 – it was reported that the 
funds are used to replace faulty lights, buy some new pieces and also for the 

supply of the trees.  The Finance Officer reported that currently £2,000 of 
this year’s budget had been spent – no proposal to change the budget was 
put forward following the discussion. 

 
• Library Heating Project – in the current year’s budget there is £5,500 for the 

library heating project, with a further allowance of £1,500 for professional 
fees (library) in the ear-marked reserves (for planning permission).  The 
installation of an air-conditioning unit downstairs would reduce the amount of 

funds required for the project.  
It was RESOLVED that an air-conditioning unit be fitted in the library, 

instead of installing windows in the roof, releasing the £1,500 of ear-marked 
reserves back in the general fund.   
If the air-conditioning unit cannot be installed before the end of the current 

financial year, the required funds be transferred to ear-marked reserves. 
Proposed by Councillor M May and seconded by Councillor McSorley 

 
• CCTV – Councillor M May gave members an overview of the CCTV, there are 

four cameras in the Town, a debate took place about the ‘value for money’ of 

the CCTV.  
It was RESOLVED that ways of reducing the CCTV budget are explored 

Proposed by Councillor Widdon and seconded by Councillor McSorley 
 

• Community Grants 
It was RESOLVED that the grant budget for the 2021/22 financial year is 
reduced to £4,000 

Proposed by Councillor McSorley and seconded by Councillor M May 



 

 

 

• Penryn Town Fair and Penryn Week – Councillor M May updated Councillors 
on the events and how the budgets are normally spent – no proposal was put 

forward following the update. 
 

• Broad Street Pavement Fun (earmarked reserve) – Councillor M May informed 

members, that a rough estimate had been received regarding the proposed 
work to the pavements in the Town, the £35,000 in the ear-marked reserves 

has been built up over a few years, approximately £250,000 is expected from 
S106 agreements. 
 

• Closed Cemeteries – the Town Council has been asked to consider taking over 
the grass maintenance of the closed cemetery, details of the area to be cut 

and the frequency of cuts has been requested.  There is grant funding 
available for taking over the maintenance, but we are unsure of the amount.  

Councillor M May reported that along with the Town Clerk, she would be 
attending a meeting on the 3 December regarding open spaces and would 
endeavour to get further information. 

 
• Bollards – Following numerous complaints regarding the inconsiderate 

parking of drivers on the zig-zags by the crossing in the town centre, and 
after discussions with the local police, a suggestion was made by the police to 
purchase ‘novelty’ bollards which have deterred bad parking in other Towns. 

It was RESOLVED that £600 is added to the budget for the purchase of 
novelty bollards. 

Proposed by Councillor Garrett and seconded by Councillor Bennett 
 

• Active Transport Provision – an email was received from a local resident 

asking the Council to consider adding an annual budget towards the 
improvement of transport, this may include better signage and the provision 

of cycle storage.  It was RESOLVED that no funds are added to the 2021/22 
budget, but additions to the budget for Active Transport Provision would be 
considered annually. 

Proposed by Councillor Garrett and seconded by Councillor Widdon 
 

• Council Chamber Chairs – a couple of the chairs that were supplied with the 
Council Chamber table have broken, it was RESOLVED that funds for the 
replacement of the chairs in the Council Chamber would not be added to the 

2021/22 budget. 
Proposed by Councillor M May and seconded by Councillor Wenmoth 

 
• Community Engagement Tools – a proposal from Councillor Widdon, seconded 

by Councillor McSorley to add £1,500 to the budget for additional community 

engagement tools, was lost following the use of the Chairman’s casting vote. 
 

Following the above decision Councillor Rickard left the meeting and did not return. 
 

• Outside Tap – to enable easier access to a water supply, the benefits of 

having an outside tap were debated, further investigation is needed to find a 
suitable location – no funds are included in next year’s budget. 

 
• Smart TV (Temperance Hall) – the advantages of having a smart TV installed 

in the Temperance Hall were debated, it was RESOLVED that due to the 
current situation, no funds are added to the 2021/22 budget for the purchase 
of a Smart television. 

Proposed by Councillor M May and seconded by Councillor McSorley 



 

 

 

• Highways Scheme Contribution – having earlier in the meeting received an 
update on the request to contribute 25% of the cost of the highways schemes 

that Penryn have submitted to the community network panel, it was 
RESOLVED that a maximum contribution of £2,000 be added to the budget 
for the next financial year. 

Proposed by Councillor M May and seconded by Councillor Tucker 
 

• Floodlighting – Councillor M May updated members on the original 
floodlighting scheme for the clocktower, the funds were bequeathed for the 
scheme by the late Tom Moore.  £10,000 was put into the current year’s 

budget to upgrade the lighting, however the quotation received was in excess 
of £20,000 with approximately £12,000 in scaffolding costs.  For next year’s 

budget the £10,000 has been transferred to ear-marked reserves. 
It was RESOLVED that the floodlighting project is put on hold and the 

£10,000 is not transferred to ear-marked reserves and released into the 
general fund. 
Proposed by Councillor M May and seconded by Councillor Bennett 

 
• Cemetery Wall – the Clerk reported that a crack has appeared in the 

cemetery wall, the wall has been inspected and we have been advised that 
the crack should be monitored, the wall does not appear to be in imminent 
danger of falling down.  It was RESOLVED to add £1,500 to the budget for 

the repair of the wall at the Glebe Cemetery. 
Proposed by Councillor McSorley and seconded by Councillor Tucker 

 
• Glebe Cemetery Opening of additional land – consideration in future budgets 

should be given to the opening of the additional land owned by the Town 

Council for further cemetery space.  An update on the Glebe Cemetery will be 
reported at a future Council meeting. 

 
• Temperance Hall Lights – An update report on the Temperance Hall will be 

reported at a future Council meeting. 

 
• Devolution Package – a brief discussion took place regarding the devolution 

package, with the transfer of assets likely to take place in April 2022.  The 
S106 has not yet been approved for the transfer of the land at College Hill 
from Walker Developments. 

 
Following the above discussion Councillor McSorley left the meeting and did not 

return. 
 

• Water Supply at the Glebe Cemetery – the Council has previously looked at 

installing a water supply at the Glebe Cemetery, a brief discussion then took 
place about the advantages and disadvantages of the scheme.  No decision 

was made regarding the water supply, in the interim a notice will be put in 
place requesting that visitors to the cemetery bring their own water. 

 

There being no further business to transact the meeting was closed at 9:11pm 
 

 

 

 
 

CHAIRMAN 


