
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 2 OCTOBER 2017 AT 
7.00PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, PENRYN 
 
Councillors 
Mrs S Peters (Town Mayor) 
M Cant, D J Mason, Mrs M V Bennett,  J Langan,  J E Thompson, M Snowdon, Mrs M K May, 

Mrs H May, Mrs J Tucker and C K Wenmoth 
 
In Attendance 
Cas Leo (Town Clerk) 
Councillor J Symons – Cornwall Councillor Penryn East & Mylor 
 
Prior to the start of the meeting Reverend Stuart Turner lead the Council in prayers (for those 

members who wished to participate) 
 

80.  APOLOGIES 
 

 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors K S Green, G Rickard (ill), Ms R 
L Holden and Mrs C Wilson (work commitments).  
 

81.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

 Councillors Mrs M V Bennett and M Snowdon declared a non-registerable interest in 
Agenda No. 13 (Community Grants).  Councillor M Snowdon is a member of Penryn 

Memory Cafe and Councillor Mrs M V Bennett is a member of Highway Church. 
 
Councillor Mrs J Tucker declared a non-registerable interest in Agenda No. 18 (Hall 
Hire) with regard to any part of that item that may refer to the Hire of the 
Temperance Hall as she is a member of Penryn Community Bingo who hire the hall. 
 

82.  DISPENSATIONS 
 

 There were no requests for dispensations. 
 

83.  PRESENTATION  
 

 From Guy Watson and Sarah-Jane Marsden – Kemeneth Event October 2017 
 

84.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 

 No requests had been received from members of the public wishing to speak at the 
meeting. 
 

85.  MINUTES 
 

 RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 4 September 2017 

be approved and signed as a correct record. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor Mrs J Tucker 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 18 September 2017 
were noted. 
 
The minutes of the meeting of Penryn week Committee meeting held on 12 
September 2017 were noted. 



 

86.  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 The Clerk distributed Mr Henry Purbrick’s (3rd Monday Book Club) Open Letter to the 

council.  The Clerk commented on this and the recent article in the Packet on the 
Library.  Mr Purbrick suggested the staff were untrained and not supported by 

Cornwall Council Library staff and the staff toilet was always a public toilet.  A 
discussion followed. 
 
It was RESOLVED that 
 

a) the town mayor and one or two members of the Library Working Party will meet 

with the book clubs to discuss the issues he raised, the Clerk will arrange the 
meeting  

b) the cost for a public toilet to be created downstairs in the library be considered 

in the 2018/19 budget.  The Cornwall Council MACE estimate for constructing 

an accessible w.c was £15,950 plus VAT plus professional fees which may be a 
guide.  

c) Consideration be given to providing a vending machine for drinks subject to 

Cornwall Council agreement (the book stock belongs to Cornwall council) 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor M Snowdon 
 
The Clerk read out email from Early Years Cornwall Council thanking the Town Council 

for agreeing to take part in a planned activity.  An associate musician from 
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra will interact with families to enrich musical 
experience on 6 November at the Library.  Given this musical activity is planned to 

take place we could use the day for opening and including other activities at the 
Library.  
 

87.  MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ENGAGEMENTS 
 

 The list of Mayor’s engagements for the period 4 September 2017 to the 24 
September 2017 was noted. 
 

88.  REPRESENTATIONS BY CORNWALL COUNCIL MEMBERS AND REPORTS BY 

COUNCILLORS ATTENDING EXTERNAL MEETINGS 
 

 The Cornwall Council members gave their reports; Councillor Mrs M K May mentioned 
the election consultation taking place.  After considering all representations made 

during this consultation, the Boundary Commission intends to publish draft 
recommendations in May 2018.  There will then be a further period of consultation on 
the draft recommendations.  Final recommendations are expected to be published in 

October 2018.  
 
The new electoral arrangements will come into effect at the local elections in 2021. 
The current proposal will reduce down to 87 with some boundary changes over the 
edges such as Budock for example.   
 
Cornwall Councillor John Symons mentioned he was dealing issues around refuse.  
 
Councillor J Langan updated the council on the matter of the flagpole, the pole is 

hinged and bolted down so is not difficult to move and could turn it into a mono line.  
He suggested that it may be wise to leave flagpole movement in place until after the 

weekend of 11-12 November 2017 its installation is quite a simple matter. 



 

89.  REPORT FROM THE TOWN CLERK 
 

 The report from the Town Clerk was noted. 
 

90.  ACCOUNTS – 1 TO 31 AUGUST 2017 
 

 RESOLVED that the list of accounts paid and the monthly statement for the period 1 

to 31 August 2017 be approved. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M Snowdon and seconded by Councillor J Langan  
 

91.  COMMUNITY GRANT POLICY 
 

 To consider the frequency that Community Grants are considered at meetings.   
 
RESOLVED that the Community Grant Policy is redrafted with the new agreed dates 

for implementation in the new financial year.  
 
Proposed by Councillor J Langan and seconded by Councillor M Cant 
 

92.  COMMUNITY GRANTS 
 

 There were two requests for community grants. 
 
Having earlier in the meeting declared a non-registerable interest Councillor M 
Snowdon left the meeting for the duration of the discussion on Penryn Memory Cafe 
and did not take part in the debate nor the vote.   
 
RESOLVED that Penryn Memory Cafe be awarded a grant of £300 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor Mrs M V Bennett. 
 
Following the above decision, Councillor M Snowdon returned to the meeting. 
 
Having earlier in the meeting declared a non-registerable interest Councillor Mrs M V 

Bennett left the meeting for the duration of the discussion on Highway Church and did 
not take part in the debate nor the vote.   
 
RESOLVED that Highway Church be awarded a grant of £300 for its play area for 
children.  
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor J Langan 
 
Following the above decision, Councillor Mrs M V Bennett returned to the meeting. 
 

93.  BUS SHELTERS 
 

 To discuss a proposal to transfer ownership of the town councils bus shelters to 
Cornwall Council and to discuss the closed Treliever Road Bus stop. 
 
RESOLVED The Town Council would be open to transferring ownership of the bus 

stops.  The council would like reach an agreement that for two weeks every year it 
could freely advertise the Town community events.  The Clerk would ask Cornwall 

Council for update on the Treliever Road Bus Stop and whether better signage be put 



up to let people know the shelter is closed (the bus still stops there). 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor J Langan 
 

94.  PUBLIC CONVENIENCES 
 

 The council discussed the maintenance and lease of the two public conveniences 
managed by the Town Council.  The Quay toilets are cost neutral to council because 

the Harbour Board refunds the cost each year.  However, the council is responsible for 
their management, solving the reported problems with its use.  Permarin Toilets cost 
between £5-6k per annum which the council pays for. The suggestion is to try and 

find out the public foot fall to judge its use.  The suggestion was to install a door 
counter. 
 
RESOLVED The Town Council would not renew its management contract on 1 April 

2018 with Cornwall Council (Harbour Board) on the running of the Quay Public 
Conveniences for 2017/18.  The council will give them the required three months 
notice.  The Clerk will ensure 3 months’ notice is issued the so they make alternative 

arrangements.   
 
A counter device is sourced and fitted in Permarin Toilets to collect the required data. 
 
Proposed by Councillor J Langan and seconded by Councillor Mrs M K May 
 

95.  BUDGET 2018/2019 
 

 Discussion took place on the creation of a draft budget with an uplift of 5% added to 
standard budget lines (e.g. Non-domestic rates).  The Council considered any required 
work to be carried out on its assets.   
 
It was RESOLVED that 

a) Funds are highlighted for the creation of downstairs Library Toilet.  
b) To make sure the budget for Christmas Lights is adequate for 2018/19 
c)  That the Christmas Lights 2017/18 funds are discussed at the next Council 

meeting to ensure the funds are there for that activity. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor D Mason  
 

96.  FORMATION OF A NEW COMMITTEE 
 

 The Council consider a proposal to form a new committee to maintain the Council’s 
assets.  The Mayor has requested that a Management Committee is formed with the 

following individuals, Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Cornwall Councillor (Mary) and one other 
councillor to manage the council assets.   
 
The council discussed the merits of forming a Management Committee or re-instating 
the Amenities Committee with its agreed terms of reference, to make quicker 

decisions rather than them going to full council.  Councillor Langan was happy to 
volunteer.  The Committee was likely to meet in the day time on a monthly basis. The 

Committee needs to form and create its terms of reference. 
 
RESOLVED The Town Council forms a management committee of four members, 
membership to consist of Town Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Councillor Mrs M K May and 
Councillor J J Langan.  Terms of reference to created and approved by Council prior to 

the first meeting.  
 



Proposed by Councillor J Langan and seconded by Councillor Mrs M K May 
 

97.  HALL HIRE 

 Having earlier in the meeting declared a non-registerable interest Councillor Mrs J 

Tucker left the meeting for the duration of the item and did not take part in the 
debate nor the vote.   
 
The council reviewed the hall hire charges 
 
It was RESOLVED that 

a) The hall hire charges per hour remain unchanged 
b) After the completion of an hour minimum hire for the standard rate, halls can 

be charged per half hour 
c) After the completion of the two hour minimum hire for concessions, halls can be 

charged per half hour 
d) The fee for weddings to remain unchanged 

 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor D Mason 
 
Following the above decision, Councillor Mrs J Tucker returned to the meeting. 
 

98.  S106 WORKSHOPS 
 

 Councillor Mrs M K May updated the committee on the latest news on S106’s and the 
need for training at a workshop which has be arranged for 20 November before the 

planning meeting. 
 

99.  WILLOW TREE – DOORSTEP GREEN 
 

 The Council consider a proposal to plant a willow tree at the Doorstep Green.  
 
RESOLVED The Town Council would asked for further details and depending on that 

information make the decision through the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Clerk.  
Permission with clauses that this group take responsibility for it, including removal at 

their own expense in the future if the Council requests it. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May Councillor and seconded by C Wenmoth 
 

100.  COUNCILLOR DRESS CODE 
 

 To discuss the current dress code for Council and committee meetings.  The Council 

reviewed the Code and agreed to keep to the existing Code without any changes. 
 

101.  EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

 RESOLVED that in accordance with Section 1 of the Public Bodies Admission to 
Meetings Act 1960, the public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of 
the following item by reasons of the confidential nature of the item.  Proceedings, 

apart from any resolutions passed, shall remain confidential. 
 
Proposed by Councillor J J Langan and seconded by Councillor Mrs M May 
 

102.  PENRYN LIBRARY 
 



 The confidential update report on the Penryn Library was discussed and Council 
agreed to having been discussed at the Library Working Party on 24 September 2017 

but needed to come to full council to satisfy the audit requirement. 
 
It was RESOLVED that 
 

a) The staffing committee meet and plan the recruitment of the permanent staff 
member 

b) The temporary staff arrangement with Cornwall Council be extended to the 22 

December 2017 
c) Time off in lieu – a one off payment of accrued T.O.I.L. for all staff members 

who wish to be paid, will be made in the November salary  
 
Councillor M Snowdon wanted a vote of thanks recorded for the Clerk and his staff in 
achieving the objective over the last few months of moving out of Saracen House to 

the Library and handing back Saracen House after decoration.  Whilst not taking on 
the permanent Cornwall Council staff who decided not to transfer under TUPE in 
August.  
 
Proposed by Councillor M Snowdon and Seconded by Councillor J J Langan  

  
 

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.15pm 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
CHAIRMAN 


