MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF PENRYN TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY
25 APRIL 2016 IN THE TEMPERANCE HALL, PENRYN, COMMENCING AT 7.00 P.M.

COUNCILLORS PRESENT:
M Snowdon– Town Mayor
Mrs S Peters– Deputy Town Mayor
Mrs M V Bennett, Mrs G A Grant, Mrs B Hulme, Mrs M K May, R P Mitchell, C S F Smith and C K
Wenmoth

1. APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors D Garwood (personal), G K Rickard (ill)
and E L Wilkes (ill).
2. MINUTES
RESOLVED that Minutes 1 to 7 of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 28 April 2015 be approved as a
correct record.
Proposed by Councillor Mrs G A Grant and seconded by Councillor Mrs M V Bennett
3. REPORT FROM THE TOWN CLERK
The Town Clerk gave a report on the previous year’s activities and future projects. The report was
noted.
4. REPORT FROM CORNWALL COUNCILLORS
A report from Cornwall Councillors Mrs Mary May and Tony Martin was noted.
5. REPORT FROM DEVON AND CORNWALL POLICE
A report from PCSO Chris Braddon from Devon and Cornwall Police was noted.
6. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC
There were no questions from the public.
7. COMMUNITY ORGANISATION PRESENTATIONS
A number of community organisations that had benefitted from the Town Council’s Community Grant
fund in the past year attended the meeting and gave a presentation on their activities in Penryn as well
the Dracaena Centre who will be providing youth services in the town.

Penryn Memory Cafe
Ellie Robinson-Carter presented on the success of the Cafe that has been set up to help support people
living or suffering with dementia. The charity has also worked with the university to encourage
student volunteers and hopes to engage further with local schools and make Penryn more dementia
friendly.
Penryn Picture House
Sarah-Jane Marsden gave a talk about the recently set up cinema project that has been taking place in
the Temperance Hall. The evenings are normally themed and consist of food, music and a film. They
aim to keep the ticket prices as low as possible and thanked the Town Council for approving their
application for a Community Grant which has helped to pay for the hall hire.
Helping Hands CIC Penryn
Rob Simons gave a brief history of Helping Hands which began in 2013. Since then they have carried
out 65 projects including DIY and gardening for individuals and charities such as women’s refuges.
They are also available to work as a commercial business, charging either a commercial or charity rate.
In charging a commercial rate the group are then able to offer cheaper rates to those less financially
able. They are in need of more volunteer support but are aware that many of the projects are
challenging and require volunteers to be physically fit. The Community Grant received from the Town
Council was put towards the purchase of gardening equipment which has enabled Helping Hands to
broaden their services. Their future plans involve potentially working with the Job Centre to recruit
volunteers and they hope to be able to employ someone on a salary.
Penryn Community Crafts Group
Jane Bodle attended on behalf of the drop-in group which was set up two and a half years ago and runs
from St Gluvias Church Hall. The group aims to improve health, socialising and wellbeing through art
and craft. In 2015 funding that they had been receiving was lost and after consideration three
members decided to raise their own funds and were successful on application for a Community Grant
from the Town Council.
Dracaena Centre
Richard May and Kate Springfield gave an update on plans for youth work in Penryn over the next
year. The Town Council engaged with The Dracaena Centre after youth services from Cornwall Council
were cut back. They hope to have youth work teams on the streets of Penryn so they can be responsive
and gravitate to where young people will be or where any problem areas occur. It is also hoped to
make use of the refurbished Old Gentleman’s Shelter to run a young women’s group on a Monday.
Town Team
Councillor Chris Smith, Chairman of the Town Team, gave an update on the activities of the Town
Team over the past year.
There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 8.00 p.m.
The Town Mayor thanked all the organisations for their presentations and the meeting was followed
by a networking session and light refreshments.

Chairman

Penryn Annual Meeting report – April 2016
Mark James (Community Link Officer)
Throughout 2015/16 my main tasks in terms of supporting Penryn Town Council have been as
follows:
Supporting the Devolution of the Library Building and Service.
Penryn Town Council decided at a very early stage in the County-wide debate about the future
of the Library Service, to support the devolution of the Penryn Library to the town council.
From the very first early meetings I have supported the Council in bringing this about. The
main purpose of my involvement has been to be the first point of contact in the discussions,
ensuring that the relevant services responded to questions asked by the council and ensuring
that all of the most important information about the devolution process was provided.
I hope that this has been found to be of use to the Council and I will continue in this role until
the successful devolution of the Library building and service has been completed.
Wider Devolution proposals
I have also been working on the devolution proposals that the Town Council have put forward
in terms of a number of open spaces in and around the town centre.
I ensured that these proposals were recognised by Cornwall Council but due to the pressure
on the Library Service, the open space devolution has been put on hold. Once the Library
devolution has been completed I will work with the town council to ensure that these wider
proposals are developed and the full ambitions of the Town Council are fulfilled.
Neighbourhood Plans
I have given a number of presentations to Cllrs about Neighbourhood Planning and answered
a number of questions relating to how best to take the Neighbourhood Plan forward. One of
my roles at Cornwall Council is lead officer for Neighbourhood Planning, advising town and
parishes on how best to begin the process and identifying the resource implications necessary
to begin the plan.
I will continue to work with the Town Council, as lead Officer within Cornwall Council, to help
Penryn deliver the appropriate plans for the community.
Falmouth, Penryn Community Network Panel
As support officer for the Community Network Panel I ensure that matters that are of concern
to Penryn and the surrounding Parishes are discussed with the relevant Cornwall Council
Officers and other organisations. The Network Panel has achieved some significant results
over the past year. Examples are the improvements to the A39 from Treluswell to
Stickenbridge, access for residents of Penvale Villas to the A39, consultee into the changes
proposed at Treluswell for the new roundabout and continued dialogue with the University
about plans for their future.

The Panel meetings are open to the public with opportunities for questions to be raised with
Parish and Cornwall Councils. To date the panel meetings have been attended by over 60
members of the public.
The last meeting saw the election of Cllr John Bastin (Budock, Constantine, Mawnan) as Chair
and Cllr Peter Williams (Mabe, St Gluvias, Perranarworthal) as vice chair.
Agenda items or matters that anyone would like to see discussed at the Panel meetings should
be sent to me.
Mark James
Community Link Officer Falmouth, Penryn Community Network Area
Tel: 07528 983 265
Email: mjames2@cornwall.gov.uk

Penryn Town Team
Report to Penryn Annual Parish Meeting April 25th 2016
Who are we and what do we do?
The Penryn Town Team is an umbrella organisation based on a standard County and Country wide
template, which coordinates different groups within our community, disseminates information and, where
appropriate, enables and assists delivery of projects. It is a forum for opinion and ideas and its membership
is open to representatives from all organisations that have the well being, regeneration and promotion of
our town at heart. Town Teams are usually adopted in areas that do not have a BIDS (Business
Improvement District Scheme) or Town Forum in place. Where a town does not have a Town Centre
Manager in place, they help take that function on board as well.
Organisations which have attended meetings over the past year include Visit Penryn, Love Penryn, Hands
Up Penryn, Incredible Edible, Penryn Creative Traders, Penryn Town Council (which provides secretarial
support as a benefit in kind), Penryn History Group, Falmouth University and a number of local businesses.

What have we done in the last 12 months?
The following list, although not exhaustive, illustrates the work of the Town Team:
Network Breakfast: The Town Team instigated an 8am Third Friday working
breakfast at the Thirsty Scholar public house in West Street, in November. The
format consists of a light breakfast accompanied by an update to attendees on
current matters and initiatives in Penryn and also a regular 10 minute talk on the
activities or work of members. Membership is open to anyone with a connection
with the town and meetings have ranged from 12 to 25 present month by
month. Anyone interested in attending should contact Lauren Bayfield at the
Town Council (01326 373 086).
Signage: Ex Mayor Gill Grant worked hard over the course of the year to commission visitor sign and
information boards, which are now being installed.
Christmas Lights: The Town Team helped kick this off, a project which was then spear headed by the Mayor
to near universal acclaim when switched on.
Town Fair: Town Team members staged a stall at the August Town Fair where the work of the organisation
was explained and the TT's branding was launched.

Library and other Cornwall Council Assets: Regular updates were received and feedback given with regard
to the Town Council's proposals to take over the running of this facility.
800th Anniversary celebrations: The Town Team received regular reports on the development of the plans
for this year's celebrations in October by County Cllr Mary May's committee and Brett Jackson's Swamp
Circus committee.
Community Toilets: The Town Team engaged with Town Council plans for this scheme which would help
replace lost provision by the County Council.
Connecting Communities: The Town team actively assisted workshop days by the University's architecture
course which, among other things, looked at ways of improving Commercial Rd as a gateway to Penryn and
provided easy parking and pedestrian connections between the town centre and that road.
Hands Up Permarin/Pocket Park: The Town Team received reports on the development of a grass roots
project by local mothers to take a vacant play area in Permarin and transform it to an activity centre for
children.
Penryn River: The Town Team received reports and supported initiatives designed to re-vitalise the river
and its water frontages.
Cruise Ship Ambassadors: Town Team VC Pip Carlton-Barnes opened up an initiative to investigate ways
that Cruise Ship visitors could include Penryn in their tour stop.
Fair trade ship Tres Hombres: Although the TT were unable to facilitate a vist to Penryn Quay plans are still
under way for next year's event.
Young person’s outreach scheme: The Town Team received presentations and supported the outreach
work being developed between the Town Council and the Dracaena Centre, as well as other youth work
being delivered by Swamp Circus.
Community Interest Company: The Town Team are now modifying an existing town CIC to provide a home
for any grants which may be secured in the future.

More information on the work of the Town Team can be found at
https://penryntownteam.wordpress.com/
http://www.penryntowncouncil.co.uk/town_team.html
https://www.facebook.com/PenrynTownTeam/?fref=ts

New members very welcome! Please contact Chair, Christopher Smith,
ptc@allsmiths.co.uk

