
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PENRYN TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 4 APRIL 2016 AT 
7.00 P.M. IN THE TOWN HALL, PENRYN 

 
Councillors Present: 
 
M Snowdon – Town Mayor 
Mrs M V Bennett, N S Ferris, D Garwood, Mrs G A Grant, Mrs B Hulme, J Langan, Mrs M K May, 
R P Mitchell, M J Mullins, Mrs S Peters, G C Rickard, C S F Smith and C K Wenmoth

 
 
200. APOLOGIES 
  
 Apologies were received from Councillors K S Green (ill) and E L Wilkes (ill).   
  
201. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
 Councillors C S F Smith and M Snowdon declared a non-registrable interest in Agenda No. 

17 (Community Grants) as Councillor M Snowdon was the honorary president of the Penryn 
Twinning Association and Councillor C S F Smith was the Town Council’s representative. 
 

202. DISPENSATIONS 
 

 There were no requests for dispensations. 
 

203. COMMUNITY PHARMACY 
 

 Mark Taylor, Manager, Penryn Surgery, was invited to attend the meeting to brief 
Councillors on the likely impacts of government cuts to funding for community pharmacies. 
He advised that the pharmacy building in the town centre would be retained regardless as 
the surgery needed the additional consulting space it provided, however, the surgery would 
not be able to continue to run two pharmacies and may have to withdraw the pharmacy 
services from the town centre should the proposals go ahead.  Councillor C S F Smith 
advised that he was due to meet with Sarah Newton MP the following morning and would 
raise the matter with her. 
 

204. UNIVERSITY GROWTH PLANS 
 

 The Town Council received a presentation on university growth plans, details of which had 
previously been circulated to Councillors by email.  Professor David Hosken of the 
University of Exeter, advised that the university was in the world top 100 despite being a 
lot smaller than its competitors.  He added that the university currently had sufficient 
housing stock on campus for the planned growth of an additional 378 students over the 
next three years.  In response to a question, he advised that the University of Exeter 
students comprised approximately 30% of the total numbers. 
 
Robert Hillier, Head of Communications at Falmouth University, advised that the university 
was the No. 1 institution for creative industries and there were around 4300 students at the 
Falmouth and Penryn campuses rising to 6200 by 2020 which would optimise the use of 
the space at the campus.  The university’s two core strategic objectives were to help 
students to gain employment, for which they currently had a 97% success rate, and to grow 
the economy of Cornwall.   He added that 27% of graduates went on to set up their own 
business and were encouraged to remain in Cornwall.  The university aimed to achieve a 
25% intake of students from Cornwall by 2020. 
 
 



 

Councillors acknowledged the benefits of the presence of two world class universities in the 
town, but a number of concerns were also raised regarding the impact on housing and 
parking and a lack of engagement. 
 

205. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

 Keith West, objector to planning application PA15/10579 (Land off Kernick Road, Jennings 
Road, Penryn) attended the meeting and spoke against the application. 
 
Francis Moyle, objector to planning application PA15/10579 (Land off Kernick Road, 
Jennings Road, Penryn) attended the meeting and spoke against the application. 
 
Steve Pease, objector to planning application PA15/10579 (Land off Kernick Road, Jennings 
Road, Penryn) attended the meeting and spoke against the application. 
 

206. MINUTES 
 

 RESOLVED that the minutes of the Council meeting held on 7 March 2016 be approved and 
signed as a correct record. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs G A Grant and seconded by Councillor Mrs B Hulme 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Penryn Week Committee held on 23 February 2016 were 
noted. 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Penryn Week Committee held on 29 February 2016 were 
noted. 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Penryn Week Committee held on 16 March 2016 were 
noted. 
 

207. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 A letter of thanks had been received from iSightCornwall for a community grant, together 
with a copy of their Annual Review for 2014/15 which was circulated. 
  

208. MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ENGAGEMENTS 
 

 The list of Mayor’s engagements since the last meeting was noted. 
 

209. REPRESENTATIONS BY CORNWALL COUNCIL MEMBERS AND REPORTS BY 
COUNCILLORS ATTENDING EXTERNAL MEETINGS 
 

 Councillor Mrs B Hulme reported that she had attended a meeting with Tim Cox of the 
Active Plus project, accompanied by Councillors Mrs G A Grant and M Snowdon.  The project 
was run by injured veterans enabling older persons’ community groups to be more active 
and take part in organised activities.  The project would begin at the Highway Church in 
May 2016. 
 
Cornwall Councillor Mrs Mary May passed on the apologies of Councillor Tony Martin who 
was unable to attend the meeting and advised Councillors of the following: 
 
 A planning appeal for an application at the Old Telephone Exchange on Helston Road had 

been dismissed along with an appeal for an award of costs against Cornwall Council. 
 



 

 Four houses on The Praze and an apartment on The Terrace which had been empty for 
over five years were all currently under offer. 

 Officers carrying out the Parking Review were still collating information and Traffic 
Revision Orders may not now come into force until the spring of 2017. 

 Cornwall Councillors had been granted a community chest of £2000 to February 2017 
and anyone seeking funding for a community project could apply. 

 The table for the Council Chamber would be arriving on the afternoon of 6 April 2016. 
 
Councillor M Snowdon advised that he had attended meetings with Hands Up Permarin 
regarding the Pocket Park and had met with representatives of the university and the 
student president of the FXU to discuss parking and other issues. 
 

210. REPORT FROM THE TOWN CLERK 
 

 The Town Clerk presented an update report on the work of the Council which was noted. 
 

211. ACCOUNTS 
 

 RESOLVED that the list of accounts paid from 1 to 29 February 2016 be approved. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs G A Grant and seconded by Councillor Mrs S Peters 
 

212. SITE ALLCOCATION DEVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENT 
 

 Matthew Brown, Planning Delivery Group Leader, and Matthew Williams, Principal 
Planning Officer, attended the meeting and gave a brief introduction to the Falmouth and 
Penryn Town Framework and the Falmouth and Penryn section of the Site Allocations 
Development Plan Document.  They advised that the documents would be discussed at the 
Planning Policy Advisory Committee meeting of 22 April prior to a six week public 
consultation in the summer of 2016.  They advised that the housing allocations had been 
drawn back from the lower College Valley following a strong desire from the Town Council 
to protect the area from development and the two sites that were identified to deliver the 
required level of housing were Hill Head and a mixed use site at Kernick.  The document 
also safeguarded industrial and office space at Kernick where there was still potential to 
deliver further capacity.   Officers were also aware of the pressures from the university and 
had identified five key sites for purpose built student accommodation of which only one 
(land to the north of the campus) was located in Penryn. 
 
In response to concerns raised regarding the sustainability of the site at Hill Head, the 
officers advised that sustainable development included other aspects in addition to 
environmental and ecological, such as access to services and facilities, and that building on 
greenfield sites was not the first choice, but having taken into account all delivered, 
permitted and windfall sites in the urban area, there was still a need for some development 
on greenfield land to meet housing targets.  In response to comments that there was no 
evidence to support the document, officers advised that it would be too large a document if 
all the evidence was included, but it would be published alongside the document and 
officers would consider putting additional references to the evidence in the document. 
 
It was commented that the Neighbourhood Plan would provide more detailed guidance for 
the development of Penryn and concerns were also raised at the lack of policies regarding 
the potential of the Penryn River and Harbour and the protection of marine industries.  
Officers were thanked for taking the Town Council’s concerns on board regarding the lower 
fields at College Valley and they advised that they would consider the comments of the 
Town Council again before taking the document to the Planning Policy Advisory Committee. 
 



 

213. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

 PA15/10579 – Land off Kernick Road, Jennings Road, Penryn 
 
The Town Clerk advised that the application had been brought back to the Council for 
reconsideration in the light of new information previously unavailable.  She added that the 
Town Council had been led to believe that the existing units were unoccupied when in fact 
there were a number of tenants, albeit with short-term leases.  In addition, whilst many of 
the objections referred to saved policies from the Carrick Local Plan which were out of date 
and carried little or no weight in planning terms, the emerging Site Allocations 
Development Plan Document, which was at an advanced stage, safeguarded the site at 
Kernick Industrial Estate for B1, B2, and B8 uses only as it was considered to be 
strategically important.  Councillors also considered the comments from members of the 
public made earlier in the meeting objecting to the application. 
 
During the debate, a number of issues were raised including the following: 
 
 Although the application would provide 50 jobs, many of them would be part-time, low 

paid jobs replacing 47 good quality full-time jobs as provided by the current tenants. 
 The Council had heard earlier in the meeting that the university needed ‘grow on’ space 

to encourage graduates to set up small businesses in the area. 
 Several Councillors had not objected to the application at the previous meeting as it was 

understood that it was an empty site that needed to be tidied up. 
 Whilst there were concerns regarding the weight that should be given to the saved 

policies, it was clear that the emerging Development Plan Document identified the site as 
strategically important for business and industrial space. 

 Concerns were raised that the current buildings were dilapidated and would not last 
another ten years and that beehive units on the site were not currently a viable 
proposition on this site, and whilst there was a need for such units, they would require 
some form of subsidy to make them viable. 

 
Councillor Mrs M K May advised that she would not be voting on the application as she had 
requested that the application be considered by the Central Sub-Area Planning Committee 
on 9 May 2016 as the Cornwall Councillor for the area.  She added that Cornwall Council 
had previously fought an appeal against housing development at West End Industrial Estate 
and lost due to viability issues. 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Council objects to the application on the grounds that the change 
of use to A1 retail conflicts with Policy FP-E1 of the emerging Site Allocations Development 
Plan Document and Policy 5 of the emerging Cornwall Local Plan. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs G A Grant and seconded by Councillor Mrs M V Bennett 
 
Councillor N S Ferris declared a non-registrable interest in the following item as he was 
personally acquainted with the applicant’s father.  He left the meeting for the duration of 
the item and did not take part in the vote nor the debate. 
 
PA16/02237 – 1 Praze Meadow, Penryn 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Council has no objections. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs G A Grant and seconded by Councillor J Langan 
 
Following the above decision, Councillor N S Ferris returned to the meeting. 
 



 

214. RECOMMENDATION FROM THE COMMUNITY EMERGENCY PLAN WORKING PARTY 
 

 The Council considered a recommendation from the Community Emergency Plan Working 
Party to approve the draft Plan and it was noted that it would need to be reviewed and 
refreshed annually.  Councillor M J Mullins thanked Councillor Mrs G A Grant for her input 
into the Plan acknowledging that she had carried out the majority of the work along with 
the Customer Support Officer. 
 
RESOLVED that 
 
(a) the minutes of the meeting of the Community Emergency Plan Working Party held on 

15 March 2016 be noted; 
(b) the draft Penryn Community Emergency Plan be adopted; 
(c) the Town Council applies for Cornwall Council’s Community Emergency Plan Grant 

Scheme; and 
(d) that delegated authority be granted to the Community Emergency Plan Working Party 

to agree appropriate expenditure of the £500 grant in accordance with the terms of 
the Grant Scheme. 

 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs G A Grant and seconded by Councillor Mrs M K May 
 

215. CEMETERY FEES 
 

 RESOLVED that the age limit at which residents of Penryn are subject to cemetery fees be 
raised from 16 to 17 with immediate effect. 
 
Proposed by Councillor J Langan and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 

216. MEMORIAL BENCHES 
 

 The Town Clerk presented a number of options for replacement memorial benches in the 
Memorial Gardens and the Old Gentlemen’s Shelter.  In response to a question as to the 
need for a replacement bench in the Memorial Gardens, the Town Clerk advised that there 
had been no complaints or requests for a new bench, however, one of the old benches had 
been removed as it was no longer fit for purpose and the Town Council had allocated funds 
in its budget for a replacement. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant that 
the decision be deferred to the next meeting of the Council pending a visit to the Memorial 
Gardens to determine the need for a new bench. 
 
It was proposed as an amendment by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by 
Councillor J Langan that the decision be delegated to the Town Clerk in consultation with 
Councillors M J Mullins, M Snowdon and C K Wenmoth, pending a site visit to determine the 
need for a new bench. 
 
On a vote the amendment was won. 
 
RESOLVED that delegated power be granted to the Town Clerk to purchase a new bench for 
the Memorial Gardens, in consultation with Councillors M J Mullins, M Snowdon and 
C K Wenmoth, subject to confirming a need for a replacement bench and within the 
financial limits of the budget of £1200. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by Councillor J Langan 
 



 

RESOLVED that the Town Council purchases a heavy duty round picnic table at a maximum 
price of £229 plus VAT for the Old Gentlemen’s Shelter. 
 
Proposed by Councillor D Garwood and seconded by Councillor Mrs S Peters 
 

217. COMMUNITY GRANTS 
 

 Having declared an interest in the following item earlier in the meeting, Councillors 
C S F Smith and M Snowdon left the meeting for the duration of the item and did not take 
part in the vote nor the debate whereupon Deputy Mayor Councillor Mrs S Peters took the 
Chair. 
 
RESOLVED that, in accordance with Section 144 of the Local Government Act 1972, the 
Penryn and District Twinning Association be awarded a grant of £300 to assist with the 
expense of hosting twinning activities. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs G A Grant and seconded by Councillor Mrs M K May 
 
Following the above decision, Councillors C S F Smith and M Snowdon returned to the 
meeting whereupon the Town Mayor resumed the Chair. 
 
Following the above decision, Councillor C K Wenmoth left the meeting. 
 
RESOLVED that, in accordance with Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, the 
Falmouth and Penryn Lions Club be awarded a grant of £100 towards the cost of organising 
a charity golf day. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by Councillor Mrs B Hulme 
 
Following the above decision, Councillor C K Wenmoth returned to the meeting. 
 

218. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

 RESOLVED that in accordance with Section 1 of the Public Bodies Admission to Meetings 
Act 1960, the public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following 
item by reasons of the confidential nature of the item.  Proceedings, apart from any 
resolutions passed, shall remain confidential. 
 
Proposed by Councillor J Langan and seconded by Councillor C S F Smith 
 

219. PENRYN LIBRARY HEADS OF TERMS 
 

 RESOLVED that 
 
(a) Hedleys Solicitors be engaged to advise on legal matters in relation to the transfer of 

Penryn Library from Cornwall Council to Penryn Town Council; and 
(b) delegated authority be granted to the Town Clerk, in consultation with Councillors 

Mrs M A May, C S F Smith and M Snowdon to negotiate the terms of the transfer in 
accordance with the views expressed by the Council at its meeting of 4 April 2016. 
 

Proposed by Councillor M Snowdon and seconded by Councillor Mrs S Peters 
 
  



 

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 10.10 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

TOWN MAYOR 


