
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PENRYN TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 1 FEBRUARY 2016 
AT 7.00 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, PENRYN 

 
Councillors Present: 
 
M Snowdon – Town Mayor 
Mrs M V Bennett, D Garwood, N S Ferris, Mrs G A Grant, K S Green, Mrs B Hulme, Mrs M K May, 
R P Mitchell, M J Mullins, Mrs S Peters, G C Rickard, C S F Smith and C K Wenmoth 

 
 
157. APOLOGIES 
  
 Apologies were received from Councillor E L Wilkes (ill).   
  
158. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
 Councillors Mrs M V Bennett, Mrs G A Grant, Mrs B Hulme, Mrs M K May and M Snowdon 

declared a non-registrable interest in Agenda No. 15 (Community Grants) as they were 
Trustees of the Stuart Stephen Memorial Hall Trust. 
 

159. DISPENSATIONS 
 

 There were no requests for dispensations. 
 

160. PRESENTATION ON THE JIGSAW PROJECT 
 

 David Pollard, Maritime Consultant, gave a presentation on The Jigsaw Project, a proposal 
for the improvement of marine connectivity and regeneration in the Carrick and Roseland 
districts.  The proposal included limited dredging at Penryn and Truro to enable 
waterborne recreation and ferry activities at all states of the tide.  It was suggested that in 
addition to creating a new ferry service, dredging would also create larger water areas in 
Penryn and Truro capable of handling ‘surges’ from tributaries exposed to flash floods 
generated by climate change.  Councillors were generally supportive of the proposal but 
raised concerns regarding funding and environmental impact.  The Council was advised 
that improving transport was a key strand of European Structural Funding and that the 
Coastal Communities Fund was also a potential source of funding.  David Pollard advised 
that any dredging would be subject to consultation and the approval of the Marine 
Management Organisation. 
 

161. PRESENTATION ON HANDS UP PENRYN 
 

 Jane Cross gave a presentation on Hands Up Penryn, a campaign to support connections 
between people, develop networks to meet need and assist with better access to resources.  
Councillors expressed support for the campaign and in particular a proposed project for a 
‘Pocket Park’ on Permarin Road.  The Council was advised that a group of students would 
be carrying out a research project on devolution and Councillors were encouraged to take 
part.  
 

163. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

 Councillor Mrs B Hulme spoke as a Trustee on behalf of the Stuart Stephen Memorial Hall 
Trust in support of an application for a community grant. 
 

  



 

164. MINUTES 
 

 RESOLVED that the minutes of the Council meeting held on 4 January 2016 be approved 
and signed as a correct record. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs G A Grant and seconded by Councillor K S Green 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Community Emergency Plan Working Party held on 
11 January 2016 were noted. 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 18 January 2016 were 
noted. 
 

165. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 A letter was received on behalf of CORMAC Consultancy advising of Treluswell junction 
improvements which, following consultation, would be carried out largely as advertised. 
 
An email was received from a local resident raising concerns regarding the poor state of 
Incredible Edible’s community garden at Fish Cross.  The Town Clerk advised that 
CORMAC’s Highways and Environment Manager was aware of the issue and was dealing 
with it. 
 
A letter of thanks was received from Cornwall Air Ambulance for a community grant of 
£350. 
 
A letter was received from Inspector Ian Thompson of Falmouth Police Station detailing a 
new Service Level Agreement following consultation on Devon and Cornwall Police’s 
engagement with Town and Parish Councils across Cornwall. 
 
A letter was received from the Post Office’s Area Manager advising of plans for 
refurbishment of Penryn Post Office and an increase in opening hours.  The Council was 
advised that in order for the refurbishment to take place the Post Office would be closing 
from 5.30 p.m. on Tuesday 1 March and reopening at 1.00 p.m. on Tuesday 22 March. 
  

166. MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ENGAGEMENTS 
 

 The list of Mayor’s engagements since the last meeting was noted. 
 

167. REPRESENTATIONS BY CORNWALL COUNCIL MEMBERS AND REPORTS BY 
COUNCILLORS ATTENDING EXTERNAL MEETINGS 
 

 Cornwall Councillor Mrs Mary May reported the following: 
 
 The Boundary Commission had postponed a review of Cornwall’s electoral boundaries 

until the elections in 2021, however, preliminary work would begin during 2016. 
 A car parking review by Cornwall Council was undergoing consultation and Councillors 

Mary May and Tony Martin had submitted a list of requests for Traffic Revision Orders in 
Penryn.  Face to face consultation with the public would be taking place during the 
school half term break. 

 
168. REPORT FROM THE TOWN CLERK 

 
 The Town Clerk presented an update report on the work of the Council which was noted.  In 

relation to the Penryn Network Breakfast, Councillor C S F Smith commented that the 



 

Highway Church was delivering a complete outreach service from its community centre 
which was extremely impressive. 
 

169. ACCOUNTS 
 

 RESOLVED that the list of accounts paid from 1 to 31 December 2015 be approved. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs G A Grant and seconded by Councillor Mrs S Peters 
 
In response to a question, the Town Clerk advised that the grant for the replacement of the 
clock mechanism was shown in a different set of monthly accounts. 
 

170. SELECTION OF TOWN MAYOR FOR THE CIVIC YEAR 2016/17 
 

 RESOLVED that Councillor M Snowdon be selected Town Mayor for the civic year 2016/17. 
 
Proposed by Councillor C K Wenmoth and seconded by Councillor Mrs M K May 
 
Councillor M Snowdon thanked Councillors for his support and commented that he had 
enjoyed being Town Mayor in 2015/16 and had been 100% committed to the role and 
looked forward to serving for another year with the same enthusiasm. 
 

171. PENRYN YOUTH SERVICE 
 

 The Council considered a proposal to vire funds from reserves to fund a youth service in 
Penryn for 2016/17 and a proposal to provide the Old Gentlemen’s Shelter as a base in 
Penryn for the service.  In response to a question, the Town Clerk advised that Cornwall 
Council would be reimbursing the Town Council for redecoration of the shelter in 
accordance with the terms of their lease. 
 
RESOLVED that 
 
(a) £6750 be vired across from general reserves to a youth service budget effective from 

1 April 2016; and 
(b) the Old Gentlemen’s Shelter be offered as a venue for a Young Women’s Café and a 

base for the youth service in Penryn. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 

172. COMMUNITY GRANTS 
 

 Having declared an interest earlier in the meeting, Councillors Mrs M V Bennett, 
Mrs G A Grant, Mrs B Hulme, Mrs M K May and M Snowdon left the meeting for the duration 
of the following item and did not take part in the debate nor the vote.  In the absence of the 
Town Mayor, the Deputy Mayor took the Chair. 
 
The Town Council considered an application from the Stuart Stephen Memorial Hall Trust 
for a grant of £2000 towards running costs which had been deferred from the previous 
meeting.  During the debate it was noted that the Trustees had slightly increased the hall 
hire fees to increase income and were looking at ways to generate further funds.  It was 
further noted that the Trust would struggle in the current financial year to break even 
without a grant from the Council and the Hall was a community asset in Penryn. 
 
 
 



 

RESOLVED that, in accordance with Section 19 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1976, the Stuart Stephen Memorial Hall Trust be awarded a community 
grant of £2000 towards the costs of running a community hall. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by Councillor C K Wenmoth 
 
Councillor G C Rickard requested that his name be recorded as abstaining from voting on 
the above item. 
 
Following the above decision, Councillors Mrs M V Bennett, Mrs G A Grant, Mrs B Hulme, 
Mrs M K May and M Snowdon returned to the meeting and the Town Mayor took the Chair. 
 

173. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

 PA15/12023 – Hawkins Motors, Browns Hill 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Council has no objections. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs G A Grant and seconded by Councillor K S Green 
 
PA16/00111 – Land adjacent to 8 New Street 
 
Councillors considered an application for the erection of a block of four flats on land 
adjacent to 8 New Street.  A number of objections from local residents were also taken into 
account.  During debate, the following issues were raised: 
 
 The Falmouth and Penryn Conservation Areas Committee had raised concerns that the 

proposed porch was out of keeping with the area and that the use of stonework panels 
on the front elevation was inappropriate. 

 The land was currently used as a car park which was full most of the time with a number 
of spaces also being rented out. 

 The King’s Arms had 14 letting rooms and concerns were raised at the potential impact 
on the business resulting from a loss in parking spaces. 

 There was a great need for housing in Penryn and although a number of spaces would be 
lost, there was a large car park on Commercial Road which was regularly empty. 

 Potentially the owner of the site had the ability to withdraw the parking on the land 
regardless of whether the application was approved. 

 Construction noise was not a material planning consideration. 
 Concerns were raised regarding an existing leat in the corner of the car park. 
 The proposed roof design was out of keeping with the surrounding buildings and should 

be replaced with a regular pitched roof. 
 The proposed building would do nothing to preserve or enhance the Conservation Area. 
 There was an issue regarding overlooking of the bedroom windows in the property 

opposite from the lounge windows of the proposed dwelling at a distance less than the 
recommended minimum. 

 The principle of development on the site had already been established. 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Council objects to the application for the following reasons: 
 
(a) the first floor lounge windows directly overlook bedroom windows of 6 New Street; 
(b) the irregular pitch of the proposed roof is not in keeping with the character of the 

Conservation Area; and 
(c) the use of stone work panels on the front elevation of the building is not in keeping 

with the character of the Conservation Area. 
 



 

Proposed by Councillor M Snowdon and seconded by Councillor Mrs S Peters 
 

174. GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE 
 

 RESOLVED that, in accordance with Sections 1–6 of the Localism Act 2011, Penryn Town 
Council adopts the General Power of Competence. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs G A Grant and seconded by Councillor B Hulme 
 

175. CONSULTATION ON PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY 
FRAMEWORK 
 

 RESOLVED that the Town Council endorses the Cornwall Planning Partnership’s response 
to the Government’s consultation on proposed changes to the National Planning Policy 
Framework and that delegated authority be granted to the Town Clerk to respond 
accordingly on behalf of the Town Council. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor C S F Smith 
 

176. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

 RESOLVED that in accordance with Section 1 of the Public Bodies Admission to Meetings 
Act 1960, the public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following 
items by reasons of the confidential nature of the items.  Proceedings, apart from any 
resolutions passed, shall remain confidential. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M Snowdon and seconded by Councillor Mrs S Peters 
 

177. WEED SPRAYING 
 

 RESOLVED that Falmouth Town Council be appointed contractor for weed spraying in the 
Parish of Penryn for 2016–17 at a cost of £1497.60 exclusive of VAT. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M Snowdon and seconded by Councillor N S Ferris 
 

178. INFORMATION BOARDS 
 

 RESOLVED that The Sign Shop be appointed contractor for the manufacture and 
installation of town information boards at a cost of £2178.00 exclusive of VAT. 

 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.25 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
 
 

TOWN MAYOR 


