
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PENRYN TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 4 JANUARY 2016 AT 
7.00 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, PENRYN 

 
Councillors Present: 
 
M Snowdon – Town Mayor 
Mrs M V Bennett, D Garwood, Mrs G A Grant, K S Green, Mrs B Hulme, J Langan, Mrs M K May, 
R P Mitchell, Mrs S Peters, C S F Smith and C K Wenmoth 

 
 
141. APOLOGIES 
  
 Apologies were received from Councillors M J Mullins (ill), G C Rickard (ill) and E L Wilkes 

(ill).  Apologies were also received from Cornwall Councillor Tony Martin. 
  
142. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
 Councillors Mrs G A Grant, Mrs B Hulme, Mrs M K May and M Snowdon declared a non-

registrable interest in Agenda No. 12 (Community Grants) as they were Trustees of the 
Stuart Stephen Memorial Hall Trust. 
 

143. DISPENSATIONS 
 

 There were no requests for dispensations. 
 

144. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

 The Town Clerk advised that no requests had been received from members of the public 
wishing to speak at the meeting. 
 

145. MINUTES 
 

 RESOLVED that the minutes of the Council meeting held on 14 December 2015 be 
approved and signed as a correct record. 
 
Proposed by Councillor J Langan and seconded by Councillor Mrs S Peters 
 

146. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 The Town Clerk reported that no correspondence had been received. 
  

147. MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ENGAGEMENTS 
 

 The list of Mayor’s engagements since the previous meeting were noted. 
 

148. REPRESENTATIONS BY CORNWALL COUNCIL MEMBERS AND REPORTS BY 
COUNCILLORS ATTENDING EXTERNAL MEETINGS 
 

 Cornwall Councillor Mrs Mary May reported that Cornwall Council was carrying out a 
feasibility study for speed cushions at Brown’s Hill and a pedestrian crossing opposite 
Trelawney Park which would be funded by Section 106 contributions. 
 

149. REPORT FROM THE TOWN CLERK 
 

 The Town Clerk presented an update report on the work of the Council which was noted.   



 

150. ACCOUNTS 
 

 RESOLVED that the list of accounts paid from 1 to 30 November 2015 be approved. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor C S F Smith 
 

151. TOWN EVENTS COMMITTEE 
 

 At a previous meeting of the Town Council, the Clerk had been instructed to draw up terms 
of reference for a Town Events Committee in consultation with the Chairman of the Penryn 
Week Committee, Councillor Mrs M K May, and the Town Mayor.  During discussion, 
Councillors Mrs M K May and M Snowdon had made an alternative proposal for the Penryn 
800 celebrations to be organised by the Penryn Week Committee. The Town Clerk had 
advised that in order to ensure accountability for the 800 celebrations budget, if option (ii) 
were approved by the Council, the Penryn Week Committee should be officially recognised 
as a Committee of the Council. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor M Snowdon and seconded by Councillor Mrs M K May that 
option (ii) be approved. 
 
It was proposed as an amendment by Councillor J Langan and seconded by Councillor 
R P Mitchell that option (i) be approved. 
 
On a vote the amendment was lost. 
 
It was noted that there was a typographical error in the draft terms of reference for the 
Penryn Week Committee and that the paragraph relating to Chairmanship of the Committee 
should read: 
 

‘The Penryn Week Committee shall elect a Chairman and Vice-Chairman at its first 
meeting in each civic year.’ 

 
Concerns were raised that the limit of expenditure for an individual item was too high at 
£5000, however, the Town Clerk advised that this was the limit of expenditure set out in the 
Council’s Financial Regulations that a Committee or delegated officer could authorise 
without reference to Council. 
 
It was suggested that the quorum should be amended to specify that the minimum of four 
members should include at least two Councillors. 
 
RESOLVED that 
 
(a) the Penryn Week Committee be granted delegated power to organise town events as 

directed by the Town Council; 
(b) expenditure of the budgets for town events delegated by the Town Council be 

devolved to the Penryn Week Committee, subject to Council approval of any 
individual items of expenditure in excess of £5000; and 

(c) the Committee be formally recognised as a Committee of Penryn Town Council and 
the draft Terms of Reference, attached as Appendix 2 to the report, be approved, 
subject to the following amendments: 

 
Chairmanship 
The Penryn Week committee shall elect a Chairman and Vice-Chairman at its first 
meeting in each civic year. 
 



 

Quorum 
The quorum for the Committee shall be a minimum of four members, of which at least 
two must be members of the Town Council. 

 
Proposed by Councillor M Snowdon and seconded by Councillor Mrs M K May 
 

152. COMMUNITY GRANTS 
 

 Having declared an interest earlier in the meeting, Councillors Mrs G A Grant, Mrs B Hulme, 
Mrs M K May and M Snowdon left the meeting for the duration of the following item and did 
not take part in the debate nor the vote.  In the absence of the Town Mayor, the Deputy 
Mayor took the Chair. 
 
The Town Council considered an application from the Stuart Stephen Memorial Hall Trust 
for a grant of £2000 towards running costs.  During the debate it was noted that there were 
insufficient funds in the community grant budget which currently stood at £1466.52.  In 
response to a question, the Town Clerk advised that the Trust did not actively carry out any 
fundraising activity to fund the Hall. 
 
Councillors questioned whether a smaller grant would be of use to the Trust and there was 
also a suggestion that the Trust be advised to apply again in the next financial year.  
However, the Town Clerk advised that she was unsure of how this would affect the financial 
position of the Trust and suggested that Councillors might consider deferring the item to a 
later meeting pending further detail on the Trust’s finances. 
 
RESOLVED that consideration of the request for a Community Grant from the Stuart 
Stephen Memorial Hall Trust be deferred to a later meeting of the Council pending further 
information regarding the Trust’s financial position. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs S Peters and seconded by Councillor K S Green 
 
Following the above decision, Councillors Mrs G A Grant, Mrs B Hulme, Mrs M K May and 
M Snowdon returned to the meeting and the Town Mayor took the Chair. 
 
RESOLVED that, in accordance with Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, the 
Cornwall Air Ambulance Trust be awarded a community grant of £350 towards the core 
running costs of the service. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 

153. CORNWALL LOCAL PLAN 
 

 The Town Council considered a consultation by Cornwall Council on the resubmission of 
the Cornwall Local Plan.  The Chairman of the Planning Committee advised that Cornwall 
needed to adopt a Local Plan or the Government would eventually intervene and impose a 
Plan on Cornwall. 
 
With regard to Policy 6 and a new paragraph inserted after 2.18, it was suggested that the 
use of the word ‘should’ throughout gave little assurance and that it should be replaced 
with the word ‘must’.  It was also suggested that the reduction in affordable housing targets 
from 40 to 35% was unacceptable.  It was commented that the Cornwall Local Plan was for 
the whole of Cornwall and a requirement for provision for self-build plots and specialist 
housing, and for limiting new housing in the countryside, may not be appropriate across the 
whole of Cornwall.  However, in response, it was suggested that the Town Council should 
 



 

not be considering the whole of Cornwall, but should instead give consideration to the 
needs of Penryn. 
 
RESOLVED that delegated authority be granted to the Town Clerk to respond to the 
consultation from Cornwall Council on the Cornwall Local Plan on behalf of the Town 
Council as follows: 
 
Penryn Town Council supports the resubmission of the Cornwall Local Plan but makes the 
following observations: 
 
Change No. 46 – Policy 6: New housing developments of 10 dwellings or more will be 
required should include a mix of house size, type, price and tenure to address identified needs 
and market demand and to support mixed communities. – The Town Council objects to the 
change of wording from ‘will be required’ to ‘should’ which weakens the policy. 
 
Change No. 46 – Policy 6: 2. On larger developments (typically of 100 dwellings or more) at 
least 5% of total plots should be provided as serviced plots to enable the construction of self-
build or custom build housing. On sites of 200 dwellings or more, additional specialised 
housing (including extra care housing) should be considered where demand exists to meet 
defined specialist needs. – The Town Council requests that all occurrences of the word 
‘should’ be replaced with the word ‘must’ to strengthen the policy. 
 
Change No. 49 – New paragraph after Paragraph 2.18: The replacement of existing lawful 
dwellings will be supported, but these should be proportionate to the scale of the dwelling 
being replaced and not impact negatively on the character of the surrounding area. 
Subdivision of the residential elements of dwellings (i.e. excluding ancillary buildings such as 
annexes and garages) to form additional units can also help to meet the need for dwellings, 
but applications will be expected to demonstrate an appropriate level of space and amenity 
for the new and existing occupants. 
 
For the purposes of this policy to both residential sub-division and conversion, buildings 
should have been erected and used for the purpose for which they were granted permission for 
at least 10 years before they will be considered for conversion in line with this policy. This is to 
avoid deliberate circumvention of policies designed to limit new housing in the countryside. – 
The Town Council requests that the word ‘should’ be replaced with the word ‘must’ to 
strengthen the policy. 
 
Change No. 60 – Policy 28: The Town Council objects to the reduction of the affordable 
housing target from 40% to 35% in Penryn. 
 
Proposed by Councillor D Garwood and seconded by Councillor R P Mitchell 
 

154. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

 PA15/10579 – Land off Kernick Road, Jennings Road 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Council has no objections. 
 
Proposed by Councillor J Langan and seconded by Councillor Mrs B Hulme 
 
PA15/11423 – Falmouth Yacht Brokers, Falmouth Road 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Council has no objections. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs G A Grant and seconded by Councillor K S Green 



 

155. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

 RESOLVED that in accordance with Section 1 of the Public Bodies Admission to Meetings 
Act 1960, the public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following 
item by reasons of the confidential nature of the item.  Proceedings, apart from any 
resolutions passed, shall remain confidential. 
 
Proposed by Councillor D Garwood and seconded by Councillor C S F Smith 
 

156. SARACEN AWARDS 2015–16 
 

 RESOLVED that: 
 
(a) a posthumous Saracen Award be granted to Ernie Warmington; and 
(b) a joint Saracen Award be granted  to Michael and Helen Moore.  

 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs G A Grant and seconded by Councillor Mrs M V Bennett 

 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.35 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
 
 

TOWN MAYOR 


