
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PENRYN TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 14 DECEMBER 2015 
AT 7.00 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, PENRYN 

 
Councillors Present: 
 
M Snowdon – Town Mayor 
Mrs M V Bennett, D Garwood, K S Green, Mrs B Hulme, J Langan, Mrs M K May, R P Mitchell, 
M J Mullins, Mrs S Peters, C S F Smith, C K Wenmoth and E L Wilkes 

 
 
118. APOLOGIES 
  
 Apologies were received from Councillors Mrs G A Grant (away) and G C Rickard (personal). 
  
119. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
 There were no declarations of interest. 

 
120. DISPENSATIONS 

 
 There were no requests for dispensations. 

 
121. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 
 The Town Clerk advised that no requests had been received from members of the public 

wishing to speak at the meeting. 
 

122. PRESENTATION FROM KERNOW CREDIT UNION 
 

 Elaine Coleman, Director, attended the meeting and gave a presentation on the work of the 
Kernow Credit Union.  Councillors were given a history of the Credit Union and encouraged 
to join the Union as members themselves.   
 

123. MINUTES 
 

 RESOLVED that the minutes of the Council meeting held on 2 November 2015 be approved 
and signed as a correct record. 
 
Proposed by Councillor J Langan and seconded by Councillor K S Green 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 16 November 2015 were 
noted. 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Staffing Committee held on 1 December 2015 were 
noted. 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 1 December 2015 were 
noted. 
 

124. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 The Town Clerk read a festive message from ex-Councillor Mrs Cait Hutchings which 
Councillors were pleased to receive. 
  

  



 

125. MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ENGAGEMENTS 
 

 The list of Mayor’s engagements since the previous meeting were noted. 
 

126. REPRESENTATIONS BY CORNWALL COUNCIL MEMBERS AND REPORTS BY 
COUNCILLORS ATTENDING EXTERNAL MEETINGS 
 

 Cornwall Councillor Mrs Mary May reported the following: 
 
 Following a consultation by Cornwall Council, it had been decided that town fairs, 

markets and similar events would not require street trading licences provided that they 
had the support of either the Town Council or Cornwall Council. 

 The Harbours Board would be introducing parking charges on Exchequer Quay from 
1 April 2016 with a 20p charge for the first half hour.  For stays above half an hour, 
charges would be in line with other Cornwall Council car parks in Penryn, with a £1 
charge for overnight parking. 

 First Great Western had declined to finance a Traffic Regulation Order in respect of 
Helston Road and therefore it would be added to the next TRO for Penryn along with a 
number of other traffic restrictions in various locations including Green Lane, Trevance 
and the entrance to Parkengue Industrial Estate.  It was also proposed to retrieve three 
parking spaces on Station Road by the removal of a section of double yellow lines.  
Councillor Tony Martin was also proposing restrictions on Permarin Road below the car 
park and Foxstanton.  Councillor Mrs Mary May had also requested that he give further 
consideration to the removal of the disabled parking spaces on Permarin Road. 

 The resubmission of the Cornwall Local Plan would be debated at a meeting of Cornwall 
Council on 15 December. 

 
127. REPORT FROM THE TOWN CLERK 

 
 The Town Clerk presented an update report on the work of the Council which was noted.  

She advised that since the time of writing the report, she had visited the CCTV monitoring 
room at Tolvaddon to see the Penryn cameras in action, accompanied by the Town Mayor 
and Councillor Mrs M V Bennett and was pleased to report that the quality of the 
transmissions was exceptional. 
 

128. ACCOUNTS 
 

 RESOLVED that the list of accounts paid from 1 to 31 October 2015 be approved. 
 
Proposed by Councillor E L Wilkes and seconded by Councillor J Langan 
 
Councillor J Langan advised that the latest Councillor audit had taken place and everything 
appeared to be in good order. 
 

129. ACCOUNTING SOFTWARE 
 

 RESOLVED that the Omega Financial Software purchase order processing module be 
purchased from Rialtas Business Solutions Ltd at a capital cost of £380 and an annual 
revenue cost for 2016–17 of £133. 
 
Proposed by Councillor J Langan and seconded by Councillor Mrs B Hulme 
 

  



 

130. BUDGET PRESENTATION 2016–17 
 

 The Town Clerk presented the draft budget prepared by the Clerk and the Finance Officer 
based on decisions made by Council at its meeting of 2 November 2015.  She advised that 
although the precept was based on those decisions, the Council could choose to reduce the 
budget by removing or reducing various budget lines.  During discussion, a number of 
points were raised including the following: 
 
 the Town Council was proposing to take on a number of additional services and assets 

that were costly to run; 
 it was important that the budget allowed for the full costs of funding Council services as 

there were still many unknown variables; 
 the budget would cost 52p per week for a Band D taxpayer, but if assets were not 

properly cared for, they would cost more in the long term; 
 there was a great deal of activity in the community currently and it was important to 

keep the momentum going; 
 any savings made in the coming year due to grant funding or lower than expected costs 

would be carried forward to the next year; 
 it was suggested that the budget for the Penryn 800 celebrations might be reduced by 

£5000 to £10,000 as grant funding could be sought, however, it was noted that grant 
funding was not guaranteed and there were already two big projects proposed for the 
celebrations; 

 it was noted that the library had not been actively maintained for some time and could 
therefore possibly cost more to maintain in the first year than anticipated; 

 it was suggested that the Broad Street pavement fund might be reduced this year by half 
and the work to repair the leaks on the clock tower could be postponed; 

 in response to a question, the Town Clerk advised that the Clerk’s robes were in a poor 
condition. 

 
RESOLVED that the proposed budget, attached as an Appendix to the report, be approved 
for 2016/17 and that the precept be set at £287,129. 
 
Proposed by Councillor J Langan and seconded by Councillor D Garwood 
 
Councillors M Snowdon and E L Wilkes requested that their names be recorded as voting 
against the above decision. 
 

131. GLASNEY PLAYING FIELD 
 

 The Town Council received a report seeking endorsement of the use of Section 106 funds by 
Cornwall Council for improvements to Glasney Playing Field.  It was noted that the Town 
Council was also keen to see improvements made to College Field in due course. 
 
RESOLVED that the expenditure by Cornwall Council of up to £165,000 of Section 106 
contributions for Public Open Space for a project to improve Glasney Playing Field and the 
surrounding area be endorsed. 
 
Proposed by Councillor E L Wilkes and seconded by Councillor Mrs M K May 
 

132. PENRYN 800 WORKING PARTY 
 

 The Town Clerk had drafted terms of reference for a Penryn 800 Working Party to oversee 
the town’s celebrations of its 80th anniversary in 2016.  It was suggested that it would be 
preferable to delegate the organisation of the celebrations to the Penryn Week Committee.  
The Town Clerk advised that the Penryn Week Committee was not a constituted Committee 



 

of the Council and therefore it would not be possible to devolve the budget to the 
Committee.  However, she added that a new Committee could be constituted to deliver all 
town events, including Penryn Week, Fair Day and any other ad hoc events.  There would 
not necessarily be a need to change the membership of such a Committee, but it would put 
the Committee on a sounder footing in terms of its relationship to the Council. 
 
RESOLVED that draft terms of reference for a Town Events Committee be brought to the 
next meeting of the Council for approval. 
 
Proposed by Councillor E L Wilkes and seconded by Councillor K S Green 
 

133. GLEBE CEMETERY WATER SUPPLY 
 

 RESOLVED that the quote from South West Water for a new water connection at the Glebe 
Cemetery be noted, and the Town Council continues to provide a water supply by means of 
a water butt. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M Snowdon and seconded by Councillor Mrs S Peters 
 

134. ALLOTMENTS 
 

 The Town Council considered a report detailing the steps that had been taken to investigate 
possible sites for allotments.  It was suggested that there would be land available should the 
Town Council be successful in securing open spaces through devolution, however, it was 
noted that the issue of the potential future availability of land was not under consideration, 
but rather the Town Council was considering whether to request that the need for 
allotments be identified in the Neighbourhood Plan.  The Town Clerk reminded Councillors 
that the need for allotments had been raised with planning officers responsible for writing 
Cornwall Council’s Allocations Development Plan Document for Falmouth and Penryn. 
 
RESOLVED that the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group be requested to identify the need 
for allotments in the Penryn Neighbourhood Plan, and if feasible, allocate potential sites 
within the Penryn Parish. 
 
Proposed by Councillor B Hulme and seconded by Councillor J Langan 
 

135. INTERIM INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 
 

 RESOLVED that the interim internal audit report for year ended 31 March 2016 be noted 
and that the internal audit action plan be approved. 
 
Proposed by Councillor J Langan and seconded by Councillor Mrs S Peters 
 

136. RISK MANAGEMENT PLAN UPDATE 
 

 The updated risk assessment, attached as an Appendix to the report, was noted. 
 
Following the above item, Councillors Mrs B Hulme and Mrs S Peters left the meeting. 
 

137. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

 PA15/10909 – Ocean BMW, Falmouth Road 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Council has no objections. 
 



 

Proposed by Councillor E L Wilkes and seconded by Councillor J Langan 
 
PA15/10982 – 13 College Hill 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Council has no objections. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by Councillor J Langan 
 
Following the above item, Councillors Mrs B Hulme and Mrs S Peters returned to the 
meeting. 
 

138. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

 RESOLVED that in accordance with Section 1 of the Public Bodies Admission to Meetings 
Act 1960, the public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following 
items by reasons of the confidential nature of the items.  Proceedings, apart from any 
resolutions passed, shall remain confidential. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor Mrs M V Bennett 
 

139. PENRYN LIBRARY 
 

 RESOLVED that: 
 
(a) the Town Council continues negotiations with Cornwall Council for the asset transfer 

of Penryn library and the devolution of the Penryn library service to the Town 
Council; 

(b) a full condition survey be carried out of the library building; 
(c) a Finance and Property Committee be constituted effective from the civic year 2016–

17; and 
(d) a full review of the staffing structure be carried out by the Staffing Committee early in 

2016. 
 

140. RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE STAFFING COMMITTEE 
 

 RESOLVED that the temporary part-time Caretaker be offered a permanent contract with 
immediate effect, subject to satisfactory references and the completion of an application 
form, and that the job description be amended to include maintenance and repairs of 
Council assets. 

 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.05 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
 
 

TOWN MAYOR 


