
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PENRYN TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 5 OCTOBER 2015 AT 
7.00 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, PENRYN 

 
Councillors Present: 
 
M Snowdon – Town Mayor 
Mrs M V Bennett, N S Ferris, Mrs G A Grant, K S Green, Mrs B Hulme, J Langan, Mrs M K May, 
R P Mitchell, M J Mullins, C S F Smith and C K Wenmoth

 
 
77. APOLOGIES 
  
 Apologies were received from Councillors D Garwood (away), Mrs S Peters (personal), 

G C Rickard (ill) and E L Wilkes (ill). 
  
78. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
 Councillor C S F Smith declared a non-registrable interest in Agenda No. 22 (Penryn Youth 

Support Offer) as he is a Director of the Dracaena Centre. 
 

79. DISPENSATIONS 
 

 There were no requests for dispensations. 
 

80. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

 Richard May, Centre Manager, Dracaena Centre, attended the meeting and gave a 
presentation on the Penryn Youth Support Offer and answered a number of questions from 
Councillors. 
 
Erica Tull, local resident, attended the meeting and spoke against planning application No. 
PA15/07741 (Old Telephone Exchange, 97 Helston Road). 
 
Catherine McCormick, local resident, attended the meeting and spoke against planning 
application No. PA15/07741 (Old Telephone Exchange, 97 Helston Road). 
 

81. MINUTES 
 

 RESOLVED that the minutes of the Council meeting held on 7 September 2015 be approved 
and signed as a correct record. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs G A Grant and seconded by Councillor M J Mullins 
 

82. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 A letter of thanks for a Community Grant was received from the Merlin MS Centre.  The 
Town Clerk advised that thank you emails had also been received from Helping Hands 
Penryn CIC and Penryn Memory Café. 
  

83. MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ENGAGEMENTS 
 

 The list of Mayor’s engagements since the previous meeting were noted. 
 

  



 

84. REPRESENTATIONS BY CORNWALL COUNCIL MEMBERS AND REPORTS BY 
COUNCILLORS ATTENDING EXTERNAL MEETINGS 
 

 Cornwall Councillor Mrs Mary May reported the following: 
 
 In response to parking problems in Trevance, Tremough Stores and Kernick Road, the 

university was providing road cones to try to alleviate the problem.  Some applications 
for double yellow lines may also be actioned by the summer of 2016. 

 Along with Councillor Alan Jewell from Falmouth, she had met with property officers to 
identify potential development land owned by Cornwall Council in Falmouth and Penryn.  
In Penryn, they identified Commercial Road car park, the play area in Permarin Road, a 
small area in West Street, and the Town Council offices. 

 Treluswell roundabout had been earmarked for ‘pinch point’ funding to widen the road 
using purchased land and possibly the layby on the Truro exit.  Local residents had 
requested a loading area should the layby be removed. 

 She had received several comments from local residents on the enthusiastic and 
conscientious way in which the town’s regular road sweeper carried out his work in the 
town centre. 

 Average speed camera schemes were being rolled out across Cornwall. 
 There were a number of student accommodation schemes in the pipeline. 
 Cornwall Council was seeking new ideas for the redevelopment of disused public 

conveniences and carrying out a review of car parks and disabled parking. 
 Ships and Castles in Falmouth had been granted a reprieve at least until April 2017. 
 Cornwall Councillors were due to receive a briefing on the progress of the Local Plan and 

would be informed of the extra housing numbers that would be required due to the 
impact of second homes. 

 Transport was under review and, in particular, bus routes between Falmouth and 
Penzance, including rural areas. 

 A mixed plastics trial was to be rolled out across part of Cornwall which included Penryn 
and residents would be notified of the trial by letter.  Extra recycling bags would be 
available on request, but would not be provided to One Stop Shops for distribution. 

 There had been a delay in acquiring the Council Chamber table from Cornwall Council 
but it was anticipated that it would be available early in the New Year. 

 
In response to a question regarding the mixed plastics trial, Councillor M Snowdon advised 
that he understood that the plastics would be taken to Bristol for recycling. 
 
In response to a question regarding Ships and Castles, Councillor May advised that a log of 
repairs had not been kept at Falmouth but there was a log at Cornwall Council which 
showed that essential maintenance to keep the facility safe and running had been carried 
out. 
 
Cornwall Councillor Tony Martin attended the meeting and advised that he had nothing 
further to report. 
 
Councillor Mrs G A Grant reported that she had attended the Cornwall Community Flood 
Forum Conference with the Customer Support Officer working on the Town Council’s 
emergency plan and that the plan was near completion and work would begin on the flood 
plan. 
 

85. REPORT FROM THE TOWN CLERK 
 

 The Town Clerk presented an update report on the work of the Council which was noted.  In 
response to a question, the Town Clerk advised that the reference to the cost of appeals was 
related to a comment from the Cabinet Member for Environment and Planning that 



 

Cornwall Council was contesting the Government’s definition of what constituted a ‘severe 
impact’ on the highways as the current interpretation of planning decisions in Cornwall at 
appeal did not take into account that Cornwall was a rural area.  Councillor May added that 
in determining planning applications, Cornwall Councillors did not take costs of appeals 
into account. 
 

86. ACCOUNTS 
 

 RESOLVED that the list of accounts paid from 1 to 31 August 2015 be approved. 
 
Proposed by Councillor J Langan and seconded by Councillor C S F Smith 
 

87. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

 PA15/07741 – Old Telephone Exchange, 97 Helston Road 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Council has no objection to the principle of development on this 
site, but objects to the current proposal for the following reasons: 
 
(a) the proposal will result in a cramped form of development, almost doubling the size of 

the property and increasing the capacity for student accommodation threefold and 
leaving insufficient amenity space for 24 occupants; 

(b) the two-storey front extension will have an overbearing impact on the neighbouring 
residence at 4 Park Wise; 

(c) extending the property at the front will bring its frontage closer to the road causing 
overlooking of the dwellings on the opposite side of Helston Road; and 

(d) the potential for noise pollution from the property can only be exacerbated by 
increasing the number of residents to 24 and it should be noted that there are a 
number of listed buildings in the vicinity who are unable to take the usual measures of 
installing double or triple glazing to mitigate this. 

 
In addition, should Cornwall Council be minded to approve the application, the Town 
Council requests that urgent consideration is given to a pedestrian crossing on Helston 
Road to enable pedestrians to cross from both the dwelling itself and from Saracen Way in 
order to safely reach the pedestrian crossing at Station Road. 
 
Proposed by Councillor J Langan and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 
Following the above item, Councillor R P Mitchell left the meeting. 
 
PA15/08468 – 41 Old Well Gardens 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Council has no objections. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs G A Grant and seconded by Councillor K S Green 
 
Following the above item, Councillor R P Mitchell returned to the meeting. 
 
PA15/07479 – Trelawney Place, West Street 
 
RESOLVED that delegated authority be granted to the Town Clerk, in consultation with 
Councillors Mrs M K May and C S F Smith, to respond to the application having regard to 
advice from the Conservation Officer. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor C S F Smith 



 

88. OLD GENTLEMEN’S SHELTER 
 

 RESOLVED that the proposal from Visit Penryn for the delivery of a tourist information 
centre and community hub at the Gentlemen’s Shelter, Quay Hill be accepted, subject to the 
costs being agreed at the November meeting of the Council. 
 
Proposed by Councillor J Langan and seconded by Councillor Mrs B Hulme 
 

89. RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN WORKING PARTY 
 

 The Town Clerk advised that an incorrect set of minutes had been attached as an appendix 
to the report and that the correct minutes of the meeting had been circulated by email prior 
to the meeting.  Concerns were raised at the lack of responses to the questionnaire, 
however, it was noted that a huge majority of respondents supported a Neighbourhood 
Plan, and it was acknowledged that the Neighbourhood Plan process would result in much 
wider engagement with residents and a variety of methods for doing so.  On balance, it was 
considered that a Neighbourhood Plan was worth pursuing. 
 
RESOLVED that 
 
(a) the minutes of the meeting of the Neighbourhood Plan Working Party held on 

21 September 2015 be approved; 
(b) the recommendations of the Neighbourhood Plan Working Party be approved; and 
(c) the Neighbourhood Plan Working Party be dissolved. 
 
Proposed by Councillor R P Mitchell and seconded by Councillor Mrs B Hulme 
 

90. GLEBE CEMETERY REGULATIONS 
 

 The Town Clerk advised that the exclusive right of burial period should be stated as 50 
years throughout both documents. 
 
RESOLVED that 
 
(a) the draft Glebe Cemetery Regulations, attached as Appendix 1 to the report, be 

approved effective from 1 November 2015, subject to an amendment to paragraph 3.7 
to read ‘At the expiration of the 50 year period’; and 

(b) the draft schedule of charges, attached as Appendix 2 to the report, be approved 
effective from 1 November 2015, subject to an amendment that the fees apply to the 
exclusive right of burial for a period of 50 years. 

 
Proposed by Councillor M Snowdon and seconded by Councillor Mrs B Hulme 
 

91. GLEBE CEMETERY WATER SUPPLY 
 

 RESOLVED that an application be made to South West Water for a new water connection to 
the Glebe Cemetery on Love Lane, Penryn at a cost of £90 and that a further report be 
brought back to a later meeting of the Council detailing the cost of connection following the 
survey. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 

  



 

92. SARACEN HOUSE 
 

 RESOLVED that  
 
(a) the notice served by Cornwall Council for ending the tenancy for Saracen House be 

noted; 
(b) delegated authority be granted to the Town Clerk, in consultation with Councillors 

J Langan, Mrs M K May, C S F Smith and M Snowdon, to negotiate the terms of a new 
tenancy with Cornwall Council and explore other options;  

(c) a budget of £12,000 be set aside for rental of the Town Council offices for 2016–17; 
and 

(d) a report be brought back to a later Council meeting for a decision on whether to enter 
into a new tenancy. 

 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 

93. COMMUNITY GRANTS 
 

 An application for a community grant of £100 was received from Richards Tae Kwon Do 
Club.  It was noted that despite the club operating from Falmouth and St Austell, there 
appeared to have been no approach for funding to Falmouth or St Austell Town Councils.  It 
was also noted that there was a Tae Kwon Do club which was based in the Temperance Hall 
in Penryn. 
 
RESOLVED that the application from Richards Tae Kwon Do Club for a community grant of 
£100 be rejected. 
 
Proposed by Councillor J Langan and seconded by Councillor M J Mullins 
 

94. APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR 
 

 RESOLVED that appointment of Hudson Accounting as the internal auditor for the financial 
year 2015–16 at a cost of £500 be approved. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 

95. STREET TRADING REVIEW 
 

 RESOLVED that delegated authority be granted to the Town Clerk to respond to Cornwall 
Council’s consultation on its review of street trading, in consultation with Councillors 
Mrs G A Grant, Mrs B Hulme and Mrs M K May. 
 
Proposed by Councillors J Langan and seconded by Councillor Mrs M V Bennett 
 

96. INFORMATION BOARDS 
 

 The Town Clerk presented the proposed Penryn heritage and arts information boards for 
approval.  It was noted that a new café had recently opened on Lower Market Street which 
should be added.  In response to a comment that the trail also needed a leaflet, Councillors 
were advised that the information boards were only a first stage of a project to provide 
better tourist information in the town and there were further plans, including leaflets, 
subject to funding. 
 
Concerns were raised regarding the proposed siting of the boards in Permarin car park and 
Commercial Road car park and it was commented that Permarin car park was mainly used 



 

by residents and Commercial Road car park was barely used at all.  Following a discussion, 
the consensus was that these two boards would be better located at the Penryn campus to 
attract students and their parents to visit the town, and at Fishcross, which was a popular 
area for visitors.  The Town Clerk advised that Council should be aware that any further 
amendments may be subject to further costs as the designer had already completed the 
brief. 
 
RESOLVED that the design and location of the proposed information boards be approved, 
subject to the addition of the new café in Lower Market Street, and to replacing the 
locations of Permarin and Commercial Road car parks with Penryn campus and Fishcross. 
 
Proposed by Councillor J Langan and seconded by Councillor M Snowdon  
 

97. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

 The Town Clerk advised that there was no longer a need for Agenda item No. 22 (Penryn 
Youth Support Offer) to be discussed in private which had been marked ‘confidential’ as a 
result of a misunderstanding. 
 
RESOLVED that in accordance with Section 1 of the Public Bodies Admission to Meetings 
Act 1960, the public not be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following 
item. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M Snowdon and seconded by Councillor J Langan 
 

98. PENRYN YOUTH SUPPORT OFFER 
 

 Having declared an interest in the following item earlier in the meeting, Councillors C S F 
Smith left the meeting and did not take part in the debate nor the voting. 
 
RESOLVED that Penryn Town Council commissions the Dracaena Centre to provide youth 
services in Penryn for the year 1 April 2016 to 31 March 2017 as set out in the Penryn 
Youth Support Offer at a cost of £6750, and that a Council venue be offered for the Young 
Women’s Café. 
 
Proposed by Councillor J Langan and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 
Following the above item, Councillor C S F Smith returned to the meeting. 

 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.40 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
 
 

TOWN MAYOR 


