
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PENRYN TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 7 SEPTEMBER 2015 
AT 7.00 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, PENRYN 

 
Councillors Present: 
 
M Snowdon – Town Mayor 
Mrs M V Bennett, D Garwood, Mrs G A Grant, K S Green, Mrs B Hulme, R P Mitchell, M J Mullins, 
Mrs S Peters, C K Wenmoth and E L Wilkes

 
 
54. APOLOGIES 
  
 Councillor E L Wilkes stated that he believed that Councillors had not been given the 

required notice of the meeting and moved that the meeting be deferred.  The Town Clerk 
advised that the summons to attend the meeting was issued on 28 August in accordance 
with the legal requirement to serve Councillors with a summons to attend at least three 
clear days before the meeting (not including Sundays and Bank Holidays) and that the 
meeting was therefore legal.  She further advised that there was only a requirement to 
serve the summons of the meeting with a list of items to be discussed and that Councillors 
had been advised that the reports would be sent out at a later date due to time constraints 
and issues with IT.  She added that the public notice of the meeting had also been posted on 
the Town Council’s noticeboard and website on 28 August.  The motion was not seconded 
and the meeting continued. 
 
Apologies were received from Councillors N S Ferris (work), J Langan (away), Mrs M K May 
(Cornwall Council business) and G C Rickard (ill) and C S F Smith (away).  

  
55. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
 Councillors Mrs G A Grant, Mrs B Hulme and M Snowdon declared a non-registrable interest 

in Agenda No. 15 (Community Grants) as they were members of the Memory Café Steering 
Group. 
 

56. DISPENSATIONS 
 

 There were no requests for dispensations. 
 

57. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

 The Town Clerk advised that no requests had been received from members of the public 
wishing to speak at the meeting. 
 

58. MINUTES 
 

 RESOLVED that the minutes of the Council meeting held on 6 July 2015 be approved and 
signed as a correct record. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs G A Grant and seconded by Councillor D Garwood 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 20 July 2015 were noted. 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Staffing Committee held on 15 July 2015 were noted. 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Community Emergency Plan Working Party held on 
17 August 2015 were noted. 



 

59. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 A letter of thanks for a Community Grant was received from the Penryn and District 
Twinning Association. 
 
A letter of thanks was received from the Penryn Town Fair Committee for the support given 
by the Town Council to Penryn Fair Day through provision of funding, venues, staff time, 
and printing facilities. 
 
RESOLVED that a letter of thanks be sent to the Penryn Town Fair Committee for their hard 
work in organising Penryn Town Fair. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
  

60. MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ENGAGEMENTS 
 

 The list of Mayor’s engagements since the previous meeting were noted.  The Town Mayor 
advised that the charity cricket match held at St Gluvias Cricket Club had raised £633 for 
the Memory Café. 
 

61. REPRESENTATIONS BY CORNWALL COUNCIL MEMBERS AND REPORTS BY 
COUNCILLORS ATTENDING EXTERNAL MEETINGS 
 

 Cornwall Councillor Tony Martin attended the meeting and advised that an area affected by 
Japanese Knotweed continued to receive treatment and that he had requested a litter bin 
for South View. 
 

Cornwall Councillor Mrs Mary May had given apologies for absence but provided a report 
that was read by the Town Clerk.  A copy of the report is attached as an Appendix to the 
minutes. 
 

62. REPORT FROM THE TOWN CLERK 
 

 The Town Clerk presented an update report on the work of the Council which was noted.  In 
response to a question, the Town Clerk advised that it was possible for CCTV footage to be 
used as evidence in a dog fouling or littering prosecution. 
 
Councillor M Snowdon expressed the Town Council’s gratitude to Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
for obtaining a grant to replace the town clock mechanism. 
 
Councillor D Garwood thanked the Town Clerk for arranging a meeting with the Cabinet 
Member for Open Spaces to discuss releasing Section 106 funding for Glasney Playing Field. 
 

63. ACCOUNTS 
 

 RESOLVED that the list of accounts paid from 1 to 30 June and 1 to 31 July 2015 be 
approved. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by Councillor Mrs S Peters 
 

64. CAR PARKS 
 

 The Town Clerk presented a report recommending that the Town Council terminates its 
contract for enforcement of its car parks and instead begins the process of making an Off-
Street Parking Order and explores options for civil enforcement.  It was commented that the 



 

use of such an Order would give the Town Council greater control over the enforcement of 
the car parks.  In response to a question, the Town Clerk advised that she would report back 
to the next meeting on whether the Town Council would receive any income from issuing 
Fixed Penalty Notices for breaches of the Parking Order. 
 
RESOLVED that 
 
(a) the Town Council immediately gives one-months’ notice of termination of its contracts 

with Armtrac for the enforcement of terms and conditions of use in Shute Meadow 
and Permarin car parks; 

(b) a further report be brought to the Council meeting of 5 October on options for civil 
enforcement of an Off-Street Parking Order for Town Council car parks; and 

(c) the Town Council begins the process for making an Off-Street Parking Order for Town 
Council car parks on renewal of the lease on Permarin car park. 

 
Proposed by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 

65. PLAY AREA SAFETY INSPECTION REPORTS 
 

 RESOLVED that 
 
(a) the recommended actions identified in the Play Area Safety Inspection Report for the 

Memorial Gardens dated 10 August 2015 be added to the maintenance schedule; and 
(b) the recommended actions identified in the Play Area Safety Inspection Report for the 

BMX track dated 10 August 2015 be added to the maintenance schedule, with the 
exception of replacing the missing lamp in the solar powered lamp post and replacing 
the missing roof panels in the youth shelter. 

 
Proposed by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by Councillor Mrs S Peters 
 

66. MARKET STREET GRANITE TROUGHS 
 

 The Town Clerk presented a report seeking the Town Council’s view on the siting of granite 
troughs on the island beneath the Town Hall between Higher and Lower Market Street.  She 
drew Councillors’ attention to a number of representations from local residents.  During a 
lengthy debate a number of issues were raised including the following: 
 
 The issue was a traffic enforcement matter for Cornwall Council. 
 It would not be possible to monitor the area at all times. 
 If the troughs were moved to the edge of the kerb, motorists would continue to stop to 

load and unload, but would be holding up the traffic to do so. 
 Not all households in Penryn had the option to stop outside their property. 
 Residents claimed that it was lawful to stop at double yellow lines for up to ten minutes, 

however, Councillor M J Mullins commented that he understood this only applied to 
commercial vehicles. 

 There was space to stop just twenty yards below without holding up the traffic. 
 It was commented that cars were sometimes parked there overnight. 
 Currently only one of the troughs was set back from the road providing space for one 

vehicle and it was suggested that this was an appropriate compromise. 
 
It was moved by Councillor R P Mitchell and seconded by Councillor D Garwood that 
Cornwall Council be requested to carry out efficient enforcement of the double yellow lines 
on Higher Market Street. 
 
 



 

It was moved as an amendment by Councillor M Snowdon and seconded by Councillor 
Mrs G A Grant that no action be taken regarding the troughs on the island beneath the Town 
Hall between Higher and Lower Market Street and the situation be reviewed in six months.  
On a vote the amendment was won. 
 
RESOLVED that no action be taken regarding the troughs on the island beneath the Town 
Hall between Higher and Lower Market Street and the situation be reviewed in six months. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M Snowdon and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 

67. FIXED PENALTY ENFORCEMENT POLICY 
 

 The Town Clerk presented a draft Fixed Penalty Enforcement Policy for approval.  It was 
commented that dog owners should take responsibility for cleaning up dog fouling and that 
it needed to be well communicated that the Town Council now had the power to issue Fixed 
Penalty Notices for dog fouling, littering, graffiti and fly posting.  In response to a question, 
the Town Clerk advised that household waste was covered by different legislation and 
would remain within the sole remit of Cornwall Council.  It was suggested that the Town 
Council consider the issue of dealing with problems resulting from household waste at the 
next meeting. 
 
RESOLVED that the draft Fixed Penalty Enforcement Policy, attached as an Appendix to the 
report, be adopted. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M Snowdon and seconded by Councillor Mrs B Hulme 
 

68. COMMUNITY GRANTS 
 

 Having declared a non-registerable interest in the following item earlier in the meeting, 
Councillors Mrs G A Grant, Mrs B Hulme and M Snowdon left the meeting for the duration of 
the item and did not take part in the debate nor the vote.  In the absence of the Town Mayor, 
the Deputy Mayor, Councillor Mrs S Peters took the Chair. 
 
RESOLVED that, in accordance with Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, the 
Penryn Memory Café be awarded a community grant of £432 towards the cost of rental of 
the Temperance Hall for twice monthly sessions for one year. 
 
Proposed by Councillor E L Wilkes and seconded by Councillor M J Mullins 
 
Following the above item, Councillors Mrs G A Grant, Mrs B Hulme and M Snowdon 
returned to the meeting, whereupon the Town Mayor, Councillor M Snowdon again took the 
Chair. 
 
RESOLVED that, in accordance with Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, the 
Merlin MS Centre be awarded a grant of £450 towards the cost of providing travel to the 
Merlin MS Centre. 
 
Proposed by Councillor E L Wilkes and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 
RESOLVED that, in accordance with Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, the 
Helping  Hands Community Interest Company be awarded a grant of £765.48 towards the 
cost of safety equipment and a petrol strimmer. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M Snowdon and seconded by Councillor Mrs M V Bennett 
 



 

A request was considered from the Falmouth Stroke Club.  It was commented that only one 
of the 25 current members of the Falmouth Stroke Club was a resident of Penryn, however, 
it was noted that a stroke could affect anyone without warning at any time and there was 
no similar facility in Penryn. 
 
RESOLVED that, in accordance with Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, the 
Falmouth Stroke Club be awarded a grant of £300 towards the cost of transport and hall 
hire. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs G A Grant and seconded by Councillor Mrs M V Bennett 
 
A request was considered from the Penryn Methodist Church Children’s Holiday Club.  
Concerns were raised regarding the religious elements of the Holiday Club, such as the use 
of a DVD of bible stories and prayer time.  It was also commented that if parents were to 
pay £3 instead of £1.50 this would cover the cost of the activities.  The Town Clerk advised 
that Section 137 grants could not be used for religious purposes, however, it was for the 
Council to determine whether the activities on offer at the Holiday Club fell into that 
category.  Whilst some members felt that the Holiday Club was a religious activity, others 
felt that it was simply a way of keeping children occupied during the summer months. 
 
RESOLVED that, in accordance with Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, the 
Penryn Methodist Church Children’s Holiday Club be awarded a grant of £50 towards the 
cost of providing craft materials, refreshments, a resource book and DVD. 
 
Proposed by Councillor E L Wilkes and seconded by Councillor Mrs S Peters 
 

69. NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS’ PARISH COUNCILS’ BILL SURVEY 
 

 The Town Council presented a report seeking the Council’s views on a response to a survey 
on the top priorities that the National Association of Local Councils should focus on as its 
top thirty policy positions.  Councillors took a vote on each of the identified priorities and 
the Town Council’s top priorities were identified as follows: 
 
Planning licensing, development and housing: 
 Section 106 Agreements – Enforcement in parished areas 
 Consultation of Parish Councils on Section 106 Agreements 
 Cross-border planning applications – consultation of neighbouring Parishes 
 New Homes Bonus – mandatory Parish share of receipts 
 Planning – interim protection from development 
 
Transport, vehicles and highways: 
 20 mph speed limit enforcements – in all parished areas 
 Ambulance response times – avoidance of slower rural response rate 
 Traffic commissioners – Parishes becoming statutory consultees 
 Satellite navigation systems – avoidance of inappropriate routing 
 
Environment and Sustainability: 
 Local Nature Partnerships – increased statutory funding for them 
 Sale of generated electricity – legal Parish power to sell to grid 
 Waste incineration – legal avoidance of urban location 
 Responding to wind farm applications – need for statutory guidance 
 
Community facilities: 
 Statutory provision of public toilets – primarily by principal councils 
 Asset transfer – legal redress to return pre-1974 town halls to Parishes 



 

 Village halls – increase of number of events in Parish run premises 
 Churchyards – statutory provision for Parishes to manage/maintain 
 
Governance and standards: 
 Standing for elections – simplification of nomination process 
 By-elections – Parish exemption from payment of costs 
 Local standards committees – co-optees to have voting rights 
 Elected Councillors – statutory definition change to reflect having stood 
 
Democracy and training: 
 General role in regional tier – statutory role for Parishes 
 14 day casual vacancy rule – new 6 week period to find candidates 
 By-elections – Parish exemption from payment of costs 
 Training and reimbursement – attendance right without loss of pay 
 
RESOLVED that delegated authority be granted to the Town Clerk to respond to the 
National Association of Local Councils’ Parish Councils’ Bill Survey on behalf of the Town 
Council in accordance with the priorities identified by the Council above.  
 
Proposed by Councillor M Snowdon and seconded by Councillor Mrs S Peters 
 

70. STREET TRADING REVIEW 
 

 The Town Clerk advised that this item had been deferred to a later meeting due to the large 
number of items on the agenda. 
 
Following the above item, Councillor R P Mitchell left the meeting. 
 

71. EXTERNAL AUDIT 
 

 RESOLVED that the external auditor’s report be noted and that the Finance Officer be 
instructed to complete the accounts procedure notes before the next scheduled interim 
audit of accounts. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by Councillor Mrs S Peters 
 

72. COUNCILLOR AUDIT 
 

 The report on the Councillor Internal Audit carried out on 21 July 2015 was noted. 
 
Following the above item, Councillor R P Mitchell returned to the meeting. 
 

73. RISK MANAGEMENT UPDATE 
 

 The Town Clerk presented an updated risk management report which was noted. 
 

74. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

 RESOLVED that in accordance with Section 1 of the Public Bodies Admission to Meetings 
Act 1960, the public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following 
items by reasons of the confidential nature of the items.  Proceedings, apart from any 
resolutions passed, shall remain confidential. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M Snowdon and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 



 

75. RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE STAFFING COMMITTEE 
 

 RESOLVED that the recommendations from the Staffing Committee in relation to the 
Customer Support Officers and the Finance Officer be approved. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs G A Grant and seconded by Councillor D Garwood 
 
The Town Clerk left the meeting during consideration of the following item. 
 
RESOLVED that the recommendations from the Staffing Committee in relation to the Town 
Clerk be approved. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs B Hulme and seconded by Councillor Mrs S Peters 
 
Following the above item, the Town Clerk returned to the meeting. 
 

76. STAFFING ARRANGEMENTS 
 

 RESOLVED that the contract of the temporary part-time Caretaker be extended to the end 
of December 2015. 
 
Proposed by Councillor E L Wilkes and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 

 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.15 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
 
 

TOWN MAYOR



 

Appendix 

Penryn West Cornwall Councillor Report 

On the home front a meeting took place between a resident in New Street and Ken 

Polmounter of car parks regarding issues over land behind Commercial Road car park 

and the resident’s property.  Cormac had done a cut back of foliage just before the 

meeting.  The outcome of meeting is not known, but things have gone very quiet. 

I have requested another sign to go outside of Chapel regarding the yellow line as this 

particular corner is unenforceable at the moment. 

I have again requested that three jobs in and around the town get prioritised, railings, 

and replacement of granite just before you approach West End, as yet no action has 

been taken. 

At the Harbour’s Board last meeting it was recommended to bring back to the next 

meeting the cost of setting up a parking meter and signage on Exchequer Quay.  Due to 

ongoing problems on the Quay the Board felt it was probably time to introduce a Traffic 

Regulation Order for the quay and keep the charges to a minimum with a suggested 

price of 20p per hour.  Subject to Board approval this would take effect 1 April 2016. 

Special consideration is being given to the Fisherman’s Café. 

Meetings have taken place between Councillors, management and the Portfolio Holder 

regarding Ships and Castles, and as you will probably be aware, a reprieve of six weeks 

came at the eleventh hour.  More meetings will take place possibly next week after Full 

Council when most Councillors will be present.  A few residents have registered their 

objections. 

The migrant crisis has also torn at the heart strings of some of our residents, but this is a 

government issue. 

The newly formed Army Cadet  unit has applied and received a grant of £150 from my 

Community Chest towards a new flag/ensign for the Town’s Remembrance Parade in 

November, and Love Penryn has also received £235 towards furniture restoration work. 

Apologies for not being at the meeting tonight, but unfortunately a housing meeting at 

Bodmin has had to take priority due to a number of issues. 


