
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PENRYN TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 6 JULY 2015 AT 
7.00 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, PENRYN 

 
Councillors Present: 
 
M Snowdon – Town Mayor 
Mrs M V Bennett, N S Ferris, D Garwood, Mrs G A Grant, Mrs B Hulme (late), J Langan, Mrs M K May, 
R P Mitchell, M J Mullins, Mrs S Peters, C S F Smith, C K Wenmoth and E L Wilkes

 
 
30. APOLOGIES 
  
 Apologies were received from Councillors K S Green (work) and G C Rickard (ill).  The Town 

Clerk advised that Councillor Rickard would be absent for at least the following three 
months. 

  
31. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
 Councillor J Langan declared a registerable interest in Agenda No. 22 (Street Trading 

Application) as he was the owner of the site for the street trading application. 
 
Councillor R P Mitchell declared a non-registerable interest in Agenda No. 15 (Community 
Grants) as he had submitted a community grant application on behalf of the Penryn Pop Up 
Cinema). 
 
Councillor D Garwood declared a non-regsiterable interest in Agenda No. 15 (Community 
Grants) as he was a member of the Glasney Green Space Regeneration Group. 
 
Councillor N S Ferris left the Council Chamber during the above item. 
 

32. DISPENSATIONS 
 

 There were no requests for dispensations. 
 

33. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

 The Town Clerk advised that no requests had been received from members of the public 
wishing to speak at the meeting. 
 

34. MINUTES 
 

 RESOLVED that the minutes of the Council meeting held on 2 June 2015 be approved and 
signed as a correct record. 
 
Proposed by Councillor E L Wilkes and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 15 June 2015 were noted. 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Neighbourhood Plan Working Party held on 22 June 2015 
were noted. 
 

35. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 There were no items of correspondence. 
  



 

36. MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ENGAGEMENTS 
 

 The list of Mayor’s engagements since the previous meeting were noted. 
 

37. REPRESENTATIONS BY CORNWALL COUNCIL MEMBERS AND REPORTS BY 
COUNCILLORS ATTENDING EXTERNAL MEETINGS 
 

 Cornwall Councillor Mary May advised that she had nothing to report and gave apologies on 
behalf of Cornwall Councillor Tony Martin. 
 

38. REPORT FROM THE TOWN CLERK 
 

 The Town Clerk presented an update report on the work of the Council which was noted.  In 
response to a question, Councillor J Langan was advised that although there were currently 
no representatives from local industry on the Town Team, a number of them had been 
approached and the Town Team was still enlarging on its membership and was aware that 
this was an area that was lacking representation. 
 
In response to a question from Councillor Mrs M K May, the Town Clerk advised that the 
Finance Officer’s move to the museum office was by mutual agreement and that Councillor’s 
would still be able to contact the Finance Officer for finance related enquiries. 
 

39. ACCOUNTS 
 

 The statement and list of payments made for the period 1 to 31 May 2015 were presented.  
In response to a question from Councillor R P Mitchell, the Town Clerk advised that 
unpresented payments listed on the bank reconciliation referred to uncleared cheques, and 
that the full details were listed separately under the list of payments. 
 
RESOLVED that the list of accounts paid from 1 to 31 May 2015 be approved. 
 
Proposed by Councillor E L Wilkes and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 
Following the above item, Councillor N S Ferris returned to the meeting and Councillor 
Mrs B Hulme gave apologies for a late arrival. 
 

40. INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 
 

 The Town Clerk presented the internal auditor’s report for noting and the updated internal 
audit action plan for approval.  In response to a question from Councillor M J Mullins, the 
Town Clerk advised that she had completed the first draft of her CiLCA portfolio, and had 
discussed it with the County Executive Officer of the Cornwall Association of Local Councils 
and would be making a number of amendments before submitting the portfolio to the 
examiner by the end of July. 
 
Councillor J Langan advised that he had not been contacted by the Finance Officer with 
regard to the date of the next Councillor audit and the Town Clerk advised that she would 
follow this up and that the reports of the Councillor auditors would be included in future 
Council agendas. 
 
RESOLVED that the internal audit report for year ended 31 March 2015 be noted and that 
the internal audit action plan be approved. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs S Peters and seconded by Councillor C S F Smith 
 



 

41. COMMUNITY WARDENS 
 

 Councillor Mrs S Peters declared a non-registerable interest as her husband had 
volunteered for the role of community warden.  She left the meeting for the duration of the 
item and did not take part in the debate nor the vote. 
 
RESOLVED that 
 
(a) the volunteer for the Community Warden Scheme be trained in the issuing of Fixed 

Penalty Notices; 
(b) the volunteer be equipped and authorised to patrol the Glasney Valley area for a 

period of three months; and 
(c) the Scheme be reviewed at the meeting of the Council to be held on 5 October 2015. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by Councillor E L Wilkes 
 
Following the above decision, Councillor Mrs S Peters returned to the meeting. 
 

42. LITTER BINS 
 

 The Town Clerk presented a report by the Customer Support Officer on the outcome of a 
consultation on the preferred locations for the installation of ten new litter bins.  In 
response to a question from Councillor M J Mullins, the Town Clerk advised that businesses 
had not been approached to sponsor the litter bins, however, the cost of maintaining the 
bins would be ongoing and it was an option that the Town Council could investigate for the 
next financial year. 
 
Concerns were raised by Councillor R P Mitchell that providing litter bins was not the 
solution as people who were inclined to drop litter would do so regardless of the presence 
of the bins, and that the solution was education.  The Town Clerk advised that the two were 
not mutually exclusive and Councillor R P Mitchell and Councillor Mrs B Hulme volunteered 
to arrange to visit local schools to raise awareness among Penryn schoolchildren of the 
need to dispose of litter responsibly. 
 
RESOLVED that: 
 
(a) the Town Council approves the following locations for the installation of new litter 

bins: 
 

1. Lower Market Street – outside Costcutter near the bus stop 
2. Doorstep Green 
3. Glasney Valley 
4. Saracen Close 
5. Falmouth Road (x2) 
6. Commercial Road (x2) 
7. Between Green Lane and Treverbyn Rise 
8. Near ‘Blue Bridge’ on Helston Road;  

 
(b) delegated authority be granted to the Town Clerk to negotiate the best price for 

maintenance of the ten new litter bins with Cornwall Council and Cory Environmental 
within the budget of £1000;  

(c) subject to (b) above, delegated authority be granted to the Town Clerk to purchase ten 
litter bins at the best price available within the budget of £1000; and 

(d) Councillors Mrs B Hulme and R P Mitchell arrange visits to local schools to raise 
awareness of the need to dispose of litter responsibly. 



 

Proposed by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by Councillor Mrs M K May 
 

43. OLD GENTLEMEN’S SHELTER 
 

 The Council considered a proposal from Visit Penryn for an information centre and 
community hub at the Old Gentlemen’s Shelter on Quay Hill.  In response to concerns 
regarding the Council maintaining control of the Shelter and ensuring it was kept in good 
order, the Town Clerk advised that the recommendation was to accept in principle and the 
mechanics of how the Shelter would be let to Visit Penryn would be subject to further 
discussions and Council approval. 
 
RESOLVED that the proposal from Visit Penryn be accepted in principle and further 
discussions be held with Visit Penryn and the Town Team to take the proposal forward. 
 
Proposed by Councillor E L Wilkes and seconded by Councillor Mrs M K May 
 

44. COMMUNITY GRANTS 
 

 Having declared a non-registerable interest in the following item earlier in the meeting, 
Councillor D Garwood left the meeting for the duration of the item and did not take part in 
the debate nor the vote. 
 
RESOLVED that, in accordance with Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, the 
Glasney Green Space Regeneration Project be awarded a community grant of £300 towards 
the cost of installing wildlife cameras in Glasney Valley. 
 
Proposed by Councillor E L Wilkes and seconded by Councillor M J Mullins 
 
Following the above item, Councillor D Garwood returned to the meeting. 
 
RESOLVED that, in accordance with Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, the 
Keep Fit Over 60’s Free Class be awarded a grant of £36 towards the cost of hall hire. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 
Having declared a non-registerable interest in the following item earlier in the meeting, 
Councillor R P Mitchell left the meeting for the duration of the item and did not take part in 
the debate nor the vote. 
 
RESOLVED that, in accordance with Section 145 of the Local Government Act 1972, the 
Penryn Pop-Up Cinema be awarded a grant of £300 towards the cost of hall hire. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs G A Grant and seconded by Councillor Mrs B Hulme 
 
Following the above item, Councillor R P Mitchell returned to the meeting. 
 
Councillor M Snowdon declared a non-registerable interest in the following item as he was 
the President of the Penryn and District Twinning Association in his capacity as Mayor.  He 
left the meeting for the duration of the item and did not take part in the debate nor the vote.  
The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Mrs S Peters took the Chair. 
 
The Council considered an application for a grant from the Penryn and District Twinning 
Association which had been deferred from the previous meeting pending further 
information.  During the debate, there was a general consensus of support for the 
Association, with one Councillor speaking against the application, and it was commented 



 

that the Association carried out fundraising independently and was open to anyone to join.  
It was noted that some members had built friendships with French twinners that stretched 
back thirty to forty years and that the practice of twinning helped to promote international 
understanding. 
 
RESOLVED that, in accordance with Section 144 of the Local Government Act 1972, the 
Penryn and District Twinning Association be awarded a grant of £400 to assist with the 
expense of hosting twinning activities and attending events in Audierne. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 
Councillor E L Wilkes requested that his name be recorded as voting against the above 
decision. 
 
Following the above item, Councillor M Snowdon returned to the meeting and resumed the 
Chair. 
 

45. INFORMATION BOARDS 
 

 The Council considered a proposal to use the town sign budget of £1500 to provide match 
funding for a new signage scheme for Penryn to be developed by the Town Team.  A rough 
sketch of the proposed design for information boards was circulated showing heritage and 
other points of interest as well as arts and creative spaces.  The total cost of information 
boards was estimated at £1900 with the balance of £400 to be raised through other funding 
sources.  The scheme would include four A0 boards at strategic locations and a further 
three smaller A2 boards.  The information boards would include branding under 
development by the Town Team and would be the first phase of a signage scheme to 
increase footfall.  During the debate the following issues were raised: 
 
 It was commented that the majority of visitors arrived by car and that better signage was 

needed to direct vehicles to the town centre, however, it was noted that the information 
boards were to be located in the main car parks as well as the railway station to direct 
visitors once they had parked and directional signs for drivers would be part of the 
wider scheme. 

 The final designs and locations for the information boards would be subject to the Town 
Council’s approval. 

 It was noted that there had been an uplift in the Penryn community and it was important 
to encourage it to continue. 

 
RESOLVED that the Town Council provides match funding of £1500 from its town sign 
budget towards a new signage scheme in Penryn to be developed by the Town Team, 
subject to the approval of the Town Council. 
 
Proposed by Councillor J Langan and seconded by Councillor Mrs B Hulme 
 

46. BANK SIGNATORIES 
 

 RESOLVED that Councillors Mrs M V Bennett and Mrs B Hulme be removed from the list of 
Town Council bank account signatories and that they be replaced by Councillors 
Mrs S Peters and M Snowdon. 
 
Proposed by Councillor J Langan and seconded by Councillor D Garwood 
 

  



 

47. CONTRACT MONITORING PROCEDURES 
 

 RESOLVED that the draft Contract Monitoring Procedures, attached as an appendix to the 
report, be adopted. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 

48. RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN WORKING PARTY 
 

 RESOLVED that  
 
(a) the draft questionnaire attached as an appendix to the minutes of the meeting of the 

Neighbourhood Plan Working Party held on 22 June 2015 be approved; 
(b) volunteers be sought to distribute copies of the questionnaire to all households and 

businesses in Penryn; 
(c) the questionnaire be posted on the Town Council’s website and social media; 
(d) a press release be issued to raise awareness of the questionnaire; and 
(e) the Neighbourhood Plan Working Party organises a stand at the Town Fair to promote 

the questionnaire and collect responses. 
 
Proposed by Councillor J Langan and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 

49. APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

 Concerns were raised that Town and Parish Councillors were not entitled to vote at 
meetings of the Falmouth and Penryn Community Network Panel, however, it was also 
noted that it was unusual for the Panel to take a vote as it generally reached decisions by 
consensus.  It was also commented that a member of the Town Council should have 
attended the recent meeting of the Panel at which the Portfolio Holder for Planning was 
present.  The Town Clerk advised that the meeting had clashed with full Council, but that 
members were advised of the Panel meeting.  Cornwall Councillor Mrs Mary May advised 
that she would request that the Portfolio Holder attends a meeting of the Town Council’s 
Planning Committee. 
 
RESOLVED that Councillor M Snowdon be appointed as the Town Council’s representative 
on the Falmouth and Penryn Community Network Panel. 
 
Proposed by Councillor E L Wilkes and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 
It was suggested that a substitute should be appointed to ensure regular attendance at 
meetings. 
 
RESOLVED that Councillor C S F Smith be appointed as the Town Council’s substitute 
representative on the Falmouth and Penryn Community Network Panel. 
 
Proposed by Councillor J Langan and seconded by Councillor M Snowdon 
 
RESOLVED that Councillor C S F Smith be appointed as the Town Council’s representative 
on the Penryn and District Twinning Association. 
 
Proposed by Councillor D Garwood and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 
RESOLVED that Councillor Mrs G A Grant be appointed as the Town Council’s 
representative on the Creative Traders Group. 
 



 

Proposed by Councillor E L Wilkes and seconded by Councillor M J Mullins 
 
RESOLVED that Councillor Mrs B Hulme be appointed as the Town Council’s representative 
on Restorative Penryn. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs G A Grant and seconded by Councillor C S F Smith 
 

50. CLEAN UP PENRYN CAMPAIGN 
 

 The Town Council considered a proposal to vire across the unspent £1000 Clean Up Penryn 
Campaign budget in earmarked reserves to the amenities budget to allow the funds to be 
spent on repainting and repairing town railings and benches.  It was noted that Council was 
aware of the need to refurbish the street furniture, but that it had also been identified at 
Councillor surgeries.  It was further noted that an audit of all street furniture should be 
carried out to ensure that the work was directed where it was most needed. 
 
RESOLVED that the budget of £1000 in earmarked reserves for a Clean Up Penryn 
campaign be vired across to the amenities budget to be spent on repainting and repairing 
town railings and benches. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor Mrs S Peters 
 
Councillor N S Ferris gave apologies for an early departure during the above item and was 
not present during the vote. 
 

51. STREET TRADING APPLICATION 
 

 Having declared a registerable interest earlier in the meeting, Councillor J Langan left the 
meeting for the duration of the item and did not take part in the debate nor the vote. 
 
Councillors considered an application for a street trading licence in the car park of 
30 Kernick Industrial Estate (Challenger Marine) for the sale of Mexican burritos and were 
generally in support of the application but raised concerns regarding litter and food safety 
standards.  The Town Clerk advised that both the control of litter and the need for the 
relevant food safety certificates would be conditions of the licence. 
 
RESOLVED that the application be supported. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 
Councillor E L Wilkes left the meeting during the debate on the above item and returned 
after the vote was taken. 
 
Following the above decision, Councillor J Langan returned to the meeting. 
 

52. CYCLE NETWORK SIGNS 
 

 The Town Council considered a response to Cornwall Council’s proposals for cycle network 
signage on Treliever Road.  In response to a question, the Town Clerk advised that the cost 
of the scheme was not part of the consultation as the original scheme had been approved 
some time ago and the consultation was solely in relation to the design of the signage. 
 
RESOLVED that Cornwall Council be advised that the Town Council supported the 
proposed signage for the cycle route through Treliever Road. 
 



 

Proposed by Councillor Mrs G A Grant and seconded by Councillor C S F Smith 
 
Following the above item, Councillor E L Wilkes gave apologies for an early departure and 
left the meeting. 
 

53. MOTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS 
 

 The Town Council considered a motion from Councillor J Langan that the Town Council 
sends a letter of congratulations to Mr Paul Wicks, who had been awarded an MBE for 
services to the marine industry and the community in Falmouth.  Councillor J Langan 
advised that the Cornwall Marine Network consisted of over 300 marine businesses 
throughout Cornwall and that Mr Wicks had been responsible for attracting around £17m 
of funding creating approximately 5000 jobs.  Councillor C S F Smith added that Mr Wicks 
was also a member of Falmouth Community Interest Company and various Forums. 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Council sends a letter of congratulations to Mr Paul Wicks, MBE, 
for his award for services to the marine industry and the community in Falmouth. 
 
Proposed by Councillor J Langan and seconded by Councillor C S F Smith 

 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.50 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
 
 

TOWN MAYOR 


