
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PENRYN TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 3 MARCH 2014 AT 
7.00 P.M. IN THE TOWN HALL, PENRYN 

 
Councillors Present: 
 
Mrs B Hulme – Town Mayor 
Mrs M V Bennett, D Garwood, K S Green, W J Hodge, Mrs C Hutchings, J Langan, Mrs M K May, 
M J Mullins, C S F Smith, M Snowdon and E L Wilkes

 
 
151. APOLOGIES 
  
 Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors N S Ferris (ill), Mrs G A Grant 

(away), Mrs S Peters (personal) and G C Rickard (away). 
  
152. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
 Councillor Mrs M K May declared a non-registrable interest in Agenda No. 19, Section 137 

Grants, as she was the Chairman of the Penryn Town Fair Committee. 
 

153. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

 The Town Clerk advised that no requests had been received from members of the public 
wishing to speak at the meeting. 
 

154. MINUTES 
  
 RESOLVED that minutes 114 to 134 of the Council meeting held on 6 January 2014 be 

approved and signed as a correct record. 
 
Proposed by Councillor E L Wilkes and seconded by Councillor M K May 
 
RESOLVED that minutes 135 to 150 of the Council meeting held on 3 February 2014 be 
approved and signed as a correct record. 
 
Proposed by Councillor E L Wilkes and seconded by Councillor W J Hodge 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Staffing Committee held on 10 February 2014 were 
noted. 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 17 February 2014 were 
noted. 
 

155. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 The Town Clerk read letters of thanks for Section 137 Grants from the Penryn Methodist 
Church Pop-in and the Penryn Netball Club. 
 

156. MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ENGAGEMENTS 
 

 The Town Mayor presented a list of her engagements since the previous Council meeting 
which was noted.  She advised that the Penryn College Interact Club had won a national 
award from the Rotary International in Great Britain and Ireland for the best project of 
2013 beating 360 other clubs. 
 



 

157. REPRESENTATIONS BY CORNWALL COUNCIL MEMBERS AND REPORTS BY 
COUNCILLORS ATTENDING EXTERNAL MEETINGS 
 

 Cornwall Councillor Mary May reported on the following: 
 
 The repairs to the drainage at Brown’s Hill were almost complete, however temporary 

fencing around the stream had been left in place until it was certain that the work had 
been successful. 

 Station Road was due to be patched a section at a time and a new crossing would be 
installed at the junction of Station Road and Kernick Road in April/May. 

 Tony Hogg, Police and Crime Commissioner for Devon and Cornwall, would be holding a 
public surgery at New County Hall, Truro on Friday 14 March. 

 Cornwall Councillors would be receiving a new Community Chest fund on 1 April, but 
would not be allowed a highways budget.  However, they could submit a ‘wishlist’ for 
repairs and/or highway improvements in their area. 

 
Councillor M Snowdon advised that he had attended a site meeting at land adjacent to Lee 
House on Station Road along with other Councillors and the Planning Officer and a response 
on the application had been submitted that the Town Council had no objections in principle, 
but had highway concerns. 
 

158. REPORT FROM THE TOWN CLERK 
 

 The Town Clerk presented a report on her attendance at meetings during the period 
27 January to 16 February 2014 which was noted.   In response to questions from 
Councillor Mrs M K May, she advised that appointment of Councillor auditors would be an 
agenda item at the next meeting and that she was awaiting a response from Peter Williams 
Flooring Ltd on a request for a discount on the cost of installing the dropped ceiling in the 
Temperance Hall. 
 

159. ACCOUNTS 
 

 The statement and list of payments made for the period 21 January to 20 February 2014 
were presented. 
 
RESOLVED that the list of accounts paid from 21 January to 20 February 2014 be approved. 
 
Proposed by Councillor E L Wilkes and seconded by Councillor Mrs M K May 
 

160. ACCOUNTS SOFTWARE 
 

 The Town Clerk presented a report from the Finance Officer with a proposal for updating 
the Council’s accounting software, outlining the benefits of the new system against the 
current software. 
 
RESOLVED that the Omega Financial Software be purchased for implementation at the 
beginning of the 2014/2015 financial year, to enable tighter financial controls, and that the 
Town Clerk and Finance Officer be trained in the use of the new accounts system. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by Councillor E L Wilkes 
 

161. CCTV TRANSMISSION 
 

 The Council considered a report on a proposal to novate Cornwall Council’s contract with 
BT for transmission of CCTV data to Penryn Town Council on a temporary basis pending 



 

negotiation of contracts for a replacement system.  Previously, the transmission had been 
provided by Cornwall Council who would be ceasing the provision of the service from 
1 April.  Councillors raised concerns regarding the usefulness of the current system and it 
was also suggested that a cheaper option would be for a standalone system based in the 
Town Council offices.  The Town Clerk advised that the Clerks for Truro, Falmouth and 
Penryn were working together with Cornwall Council officers on the options for an 
alternative and less costly system, but in the meantime, the proposal was intended to fill the 
gap in provision. 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Council declines the offer to novate BT’s contract with Cornwall 
Council for the provision of BT fibre circuits in respect of CCTV and awaits further 
information on proposals for an alternative system. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by Councillor M Snowdon 
 

162. HALL HIRE CHARGES 
 

 The Town Clerk presented a report on a proposal to amend the Town Council’s hall hire 
charges which had not been reviewed for some time.  It was noted that the halls had 
undergone considerable refurbishment works since the rates were set and the Stuart 
Stephen Memorial Hall Trust had also recently amended their hire rates.  Councillors 
expressed their gratitude to Council staff and Councillor Mrs G A Grant for their hard work 
on the halls in recent months. 
 
RESOLVED that the hire charges for the Temperance Hall and Town Hall, effective from 
1 April 2014 with a review in July 2014, be set as follows: 
 
Temperance Hall 
Standard rate £15.00 + VAT (£18.00) per hour or part thereof 
Concessions £5.00 + VAT (£6.00) per hour or part thereof with a minimum charge of 

£10.00 + VAT (£12.00) (applies to charities, non-profit making 
organisations and parties) 

 
Town Hall 
Standard rate £22.50 + VAT (£27.00) per hour or part thereof 
Concessions £7.50 + VAT (£9.00) per hour or part thereof with a minimum charge of 
 £15.00 + VAT (£18.00) (applies to charities, non-profit making 
 organisations and parties) 
 £300 + VAT (£360.00) weddings (two days hire) 
 
Proposed by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by Councillor E L Wilkes 
 

163. SOCIAL MEDIA POLICY 
 

 RESOLVED that the draft Social Media Policy, attached as an Appendix to the report, be 
adopted. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by Councillor Mrs C Hutchings 
 

164. MOTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS 
 

 Councillor D Garwood presented a motion that the Town Council seeks to become a Living 
Wage affiliated employer and registers its intention with the Living Wage Foundation and 
works with the Foundation towards reaching this goal.  He advised that this was part of a 
national campaign based on research on the minimum wage required to earn a living, which 



 

was currently set at £7.65 per hour outside of London.  He added that only one member of 
staff was currently paid less than the Living Wage, but there may be knock-on effect on 
other salaries to maintain the differentials in payscales.  In response to a comment that pay 
rates were generally low in Cornwall, Councillor D Garwood commented that this precisely 
the reason to support the proposal as the Town Council should be setting an example and 
leading on the issue rather than ‘playing catch up’ at a later date.  He added that the move 
towards a Living Wage was supported by all the major political parties, the church and 
many other Local Councils including Penzance Town Council and Plymouth City Council.  He 
added that Exeter University had also committed to paying a Living Wage for all its staff and 
contractors.  A number of concerns were raised regarding the potential cost and it was 
suggested that a report be brought back to a later meeting setting out the implications in 
more detail. 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Clerk investigates the cost of registering with the Living Wage 
Foundation and the cost of a feasibility study and reports back to a later meeting of the 
Council. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor M Snowdon 
 

165. MAYDAY CELEBRATIONS 
 

 RESOLVED that the Glasney Green Space Regeneration Group be granted permission to 
hold May Day celebrations on Doorstep Green. 
 
Proposed by Councillor E L Wilkes and seconded by Councillor D Garwood 
 

166. DRAFT AFFORDABLE HOUSING SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT 
 

 The Council considered a response to a consultation by Cornwall Council on the draft 
Affordable Housing Supplementary Planning Document and during a lengthy debate a 
number of issues were raised including the following: 
 
 There were 29,000 on the Homechoice Register seeking affordable accommodation and 

the number was rising. 
 It was commented that the current situation was a knock-on effect of the sale of council 

housing. 
 House building was an expensive business and the cost was rising. 
 The affordable housing target of 40% for Penryn was aspirational and developers would 

seek to reduce the level on sites that were expensive to build on. 
 Concerns were expressed that Penryn Town Council had not had the opportunity to 

comment on the reduction of housing allocation figures for Falmouth and Penryn from 
3200 to 2600. 

 Prices for affordable housing were far above local wages and people from outside of 
Cornwall were buying properties to rent to students. 

 Of the 41 dwellings being built at College Farm, only four would be affordable and this 
had not taken into account the cost of buying the land. 

 The development at Gabbons Nursery had been almost 50% affordable housing. 
 People on Bands D and E were not being housed as there were always more people 

joining the Homechoice Register in higher bands. 
 Open market housing allowed people to move up the housing ladder and free up starter 

homes. 
 It was suggested that developers could be requested to provide some plots for 

self-builds. 
 There were many instances of family homes occupied by just one or two people in social 

housing due to the family having grown up and left the family home. 



 

 Concerns were raised regarding empty properties owned by Cornwall Council and it was 
noted that the Empty Property Housing Strategy was bringing back many of these homes 
into use. 

 
RESOLVED that the Town Council supports the draft Affordable Housing Supplementary 
Planning Document as set out. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor J Langan 
 

167. LOCAL AUDIT AND ACCOUNTABILITY ACT 2014 
 

 RESOLVED that the Cornwall Association of Local Councils be advised that Penryn Town 
Council notes the content of the Openness of Local Government Bodies Draft Regulations 
and has no concerns to raise. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor E L Wilkes 
 

168. 
 

CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT RURAL ENGLAND 

 The Town Clerk advised that an invitation had been received to join the Campaign to 
Protect Rural England with a request that it be considered at the next meeting of the 
Council.  Concerns were raised that the CPRE was essentially a lobbying organisation and 
therefore it was felt inappropriate for the Town Council to become a member. 
 
RESOLVED that an invitation to join the Campaign to Protect Rural England be declined. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor J Langan 
 

169. SECTION 137 GRANTS 
 

 The Town Clerk presented a report detailing a number of requests for Section 137 Grants.   
 
A request had been received from Breathe Falmouth Club for a Section 137 Grant of £50 
towards the costs of providing audio-visual equipment to assist the club education sessions 
from NHS Kernow.   It was commented that the Club was based in Falmouth and did not 
benefit Penryn residents.  However, Councillor Mrs C Hutchings advised that she was aware 
of Penryn residents who attended the Falmouth club. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by Councillor E L Wilkes that a 
request from Breathe Falmouth Club for a Section 137 Grant of £50 be refused.  On a vote 
the motion was lost. 
 
RESOLVED that Breathe Falmouth Club be awarded a Section 137 Grant of £50 towards the 
costs of providing audio-visual equipment to assist the Club education sessions from NHS 
Kernow. 
 
Proposed by Councillor J Langan and seconded by Councillor D Garwood 
 
RESOLVED that the Falmouth and Penryn Lions Club be awarded a Section 137 Grant of 
£75 towards the cost of sponsoring a hole at the Annual Golf Tournament in aid of the 
Cornwall Air Ambulance. 
 
Proposed by Councillor J Langan and seconded by Councillor D Garwood 
 
 



 

Having declared a non-registrable interest in the following item earlier in the meeting, 
Councillor Mrs M K May left the meeting for the duration of the item and did not take part in 
the debate nor the vote. 
 
RESOLVED that the Penryn Town Fair be awarded a Section 137 Grant of £1200 towards 
the cost of entertainment and organisation of the Penryn Town Fair. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by Councillor M Snowdon 
 
Following the above decision, Councillor Mrs M K May returned to the meeting. 
 

170. SELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR FOR THE CIVIC YEAR 2014/15 
 

 The Town Clerk advised that she had received one nomination prior to the meeting for 
Councillor M Snowdon, proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor 
Mrs G A Grant. 
 
RESOLVED that Councillor M Snowdon be selected as Deputy Mayor for the civic year 
2014/15. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 
Councillor M Snowdon thanked Councillors for their support and undertook to take on the 
role to the best of his ability. 
 

171. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

 RESOLVED that in accordance with Section 1 of the Public Bodies Admission to Meetings 
Act 1960, the public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following 
items by reasons of the confidential nature of the items.  Proceedings, apart from any 
resolutions passed, shall remain confidential. 
 
Proposed by Councillor E L Wilkes and seconded by Councillor Mrs C Hutchings 
 

172. RENEWAL OF INSURANCE POLICY 
 

 RESOLVED that the Council enters into a three-year agreement with Zurich for the 
provision of insurance at an annual premium of £6651.10 (inclusive of premium tax and 
VAT) effective from 25 March 2014. 
 
Proposed by Councillor E L Wilkes and seconded by Councillor M J Mullins 
 

173. WEED TREATMENT 
 

 RESOLVED that the Council accepts the offer from Cornwall Council to contract CORMAC to 
carry out weed treatment on the highways in the Parish of Penryn in 2014/15 on behalf of 
the Town Council at a cost of £160 per kilometre. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by Councillor Mrs M K May 

  
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.45 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
 
 

TOWN MAYOR 


