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Tel:    01326 373086 
Fax:    01326 373004 

Email:   info@penryntowncouncil.co.uk 

 

     
 

 
PENRYN TOWN COUNCIL 

 
 
Date:  25 November 2013 
 
YOU ARE HERBY SUMMONED TO A MEETING OF PENRYN TOWN COUNCIL TO BE HELD IN THE 
COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, PENRYN ON MONDAY 2 DECEMBER 2013 AT 7.00 PM FOR 
THE FOLLOWING TRANSACTIONS 
 

 

 

Town Clerk 

 

AGENDA 
 
1. APOLOGIES 
  
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 To receive declarations of interests in relation to items on the agenda 
  
3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 An opportunity for members of the public to address the Town Council concerning matters 

on the agenda.  Members of public who wish to speak should contact the Town Clerk by 
5.00 p.m. on Thursday 28 November to register.  For full details of procedures for public 
speaking at Council meetings, or how to raise issues which are not on the agenda, please 
visit the Town Council’s website, www.penryntowncouncil.co.uk, click on the link below, 
or visit the Town Council offices and request a copy: 
 
Protocol for Public Speaking at Council Meetings 
 

4. MINUTES 
 To approve as a correct record minutes 82 to 99 of the Council meeting held on 

4 November 2013 [Pages 1–4] 
 
 To note the minutes of the meeting of the Section 106 Steering Group held on 

18 November 2013 [Pages 5–6] 
 

5. CORRESPONDENCE 
  
6. MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ENGAGEMENTS 
 28 October to 24 November 2013 [Page 7] 

 
7. REPRESENTATIONS BY CORNWALL COUNCIL MEMBERS AND REPORTS BY 

COUNCILLORS ATTENDING EXTERNAL MEETINGS 
 

http://www.penryntowncouncil.co.uk/
http://cdn-28.create.net/sitefiles/28/6/5/286512/Protocol_for_Public_Speaking_at_Council_Meetings.pdf


 

 

8. REPORT FROM THE TOWN CLERK 
 To note the activities of the Town Clerk for the period of 28 October to 24 November 2013 

[Pages 8–9] 
 

9. ACCOUNTS 
 To receive a list of accounts paid and the monthly statement for the period 21 October to 

20 November 2013 [Pages 10–11] 
 

10. PENRYN CAR PARKS 
 To consider a proposal to swap the lease for Permarin car park for a lease for Commercial 

Road car park [Pages 12–15] 
 

11. BUDGET PRESENTATION 2014–15 
 To consider budget proposals for the 2014/2015 financial year  [Pages 16–19] 

 
12. PROPOSED STOPPING-UP OF RECORDED RIGHT OF WAY 
 To consider a response to a consultation on the proposed stopping-up of public footpath 

Number 4 in the Parish of Penryn from Commercial Road to The Square [Page 20] 
 

13. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 To resolve that in accordance with Section 1 of the Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 

1960 the public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following items 
by reason of the confidential nature of the items. Proceedings, apart from any resolutions 
passed, shall remain confidential. 
 

14. SARACEN AWARDS 
 To consider nominations for the 2013 Saracen Awards 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PENRYN TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 4 NOVEMBER 2013 
AT 7.00 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, PENRYN 

 
Councillors Present: 
 
Mrs B Hulme – Town Mayor 
Mrs M V Bennett, N S Ferris, D Garwood, Mrs G A Grant, K S Green, W J Hodge, Mrs C Hutchings, 
J Langan, Mrs M K May, M J Mullins, Mrs S Peters, C S F Smith, M Snowdon and E L Wilkes 

 
 
82. APOLOGIES 
  
 Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillor G C Rickard (ill health). 
  
83. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
 There were no declarations of interest, however, Councillor Mrs G A Grant requested that it 

be noted that she was the Chairman of the Falmouth and Penryn Sea Cadets in reference to 
a Section 137 payment in the Accounts report. 
 

84. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

 The Town Clerk advised that no requests had been received from members of the public 
wishing to speak at the meeting. 
 

85. POLICE REPORT 
 

 PCSO Lewis Vague attended the meeting and gave the Council an update on police activities 
in Penryn.  He reported that there had been an increase in burglaries targeting garden 
sheds and outbuildings, with Tremoughdale being a particular target, and he advised that 
residents should ensure their properties were left secure.  He added that of the fifteen 
thefts recorded in October, the majority had been thefts from Asda.  In response to concerns 
regarding cyclists riding outside of cycle lanes and the wrong way through the one way 
system, he advised that there was no legal requirement to use cycle lanes and that as a 
cyclist, he considered that it was safer to cycle on the road at Commercial Road due to the 
parked cars.  He undertook to investigate the complaint of cyclists misusing the one way 
system. 
 
During the above item, Councillor K S Green gave apologies for a late arrival. 
 

86. MINUTES 
  
 RESOLVED that minutes 64 to 81 of the Council meeting held on 7 October 2013 be 

approved and signed as a correct record. 
 
Proposed by Councillor E L Wilkes and seconded by Councillor Mrs M K May 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Section 106 Steering Group held on 10 October 2013 
were noted. 
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The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 21 October 2013 were 
noted. 
 

87. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 The Town Clerk read two letters of thanks for Section 137 Grants from Kernow Huffas and 
Puffas and the Falmouth and Penryn Sea Cadets.  Councillor Mrs G A Grant, Chairman of the 
Falmouth and Penryn Sea Cadets, advised that the Duke of Edinburgh Awards for which the 
equipment was to be purchased with the Grant, would soon be part of the Sea Cadets 
syllabus. 
 

88. MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ENGAGEMENTS 
 

 The Town Mayor presented a list of her engagements since the previous Council meeting 
which was noted.  She thanked Councillors Mrs G A Grant and Mrs C Hutchings for attending 
functions that she had been unable to. 
 

89. REPRESENTATIONS BY CORNWALL COUNCIL MEMBERS AND REPORTS BY 
COUNCILLORS ATTENDING EXTERNAL MEETINGS 
 

 Cornwall Councillor Mary May advised that she had nothing to report from Cornwall 
Council but reminded Councillors that she had a small community grant fund of £3000 that 
would need to be allocated before the end of January 2014. 

 
Councillor D Garwood advised that the Glasney Green Space Regeneration Group was 
having regular monthly meetings with Cornwall Council’s Open Spaces Manager who was 
hopeful that the drainage work would be completed by the spring of 2014, although it was 
not yet clear exactly what work that would entail.  The Group was due to meet again the 
following week. 
 

90. REPORT FROM THE TOWN CLERK 
 

 The Town Clerk presented a report on her attendance at meetings during the period 
30 September to 27 October 2013 which was noted.  In response to a question from 
Councillor Mrs M K May regarding insurance cover for town events, the Town Clerk advised 
that she had a meeting arranged with the Council’s insurance broker and would discuss the 
possibility of including all town events under the Council’s policy. 
 

91. ACCOUNTS 
 

 The statement and list of payments made for the period 21 September to 20 October 2013 
were presented.  In response to a question regarding payments to the mace bearers, the 
Town Clerk advised that the mace bearers had attended the university’s graduation 
ceremonies and the Town Council had been reimbursed for their fees. 
 
RESOLVED that the list of accounts paid from 21 September to 20 October 2013 be 
approved. 
 
Proposed by Councillor E L Wilkes and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
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92. PENRYN CAR PARKS 
 

 The Town Clerk presented a report setting out the issues surrounding a proposal from the 
Penryn Traders Group to swap the lease for Permarin car park with a similar lease for 
Commercial Road car park.  During a lengthy debate, a number of points were raised 
including the following: 
 

 the opening up of a pedestrian access at the top of Commercial Road car park was 
paramount to the proposal being a success; 

 the enforcement of the shoppers’ spaces in Permarin car park appeared to be 
working well during the day; 

 it was questioned whether the Town Council should be providing any free parking in 
the town; 

 the final decision must be beneficial to the town of Penryn as a whole and the Town 
Council should be working with the traders to regenerate the town centre; 

 the green area opposite Permarin car park had been suggested as a possible parking 
area in the past but ruled out due to issues with drainage tanks; and 

 the Town Council needed to seek the views of both traders and local residents in 
order to make an informed decision. 

 
RESOLVED that a public meeting be held on Monday 25 November at 7.00 p.m. in the Town 
Hall to gauge public opinion on the proposal to swap a lease on Permarin car park with a 
similar lease on Commercial Road car park. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs G A Grant and seconded by Councillor J Langan 
 

93. SECTION 137 POLICY 
 

 RESOLVED that the draft Grants Policy and Grant Application Form, attached as an 
Appendix to the report, be adopted. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor M J Mullins 
 

94. APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

 The Town Clerk advised that the Town and Gown Committee had been inadvertently 
omitted from the appointments to outside bodies agreed by Council earlier in the year. 
 
RESOLVED that Councillors Mrs B Hulme and W J Hodge be appointed as the Town 
Council’s representatives on the Town and Gown Committee. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor E L Wilkes 
 

95. PRE-BUDGET DISCUSSION 
 

 The Town Clerk presented a report with a list of potential budget items that might be 
included for the financial year 2014–15 and requested that Councillors advise of any 
additional items that they would wish to see included in the draft budget report.  Councillor 
M J Mullins suggested that a budget be set aside for additional litter bins and dog bins, 
including the cost of maintenance and emptying; and Councillor Mrs M K May suggested 
additional town signage. 



 

4 
 

96. CLEAN UP PENRYN 
 

 It was noted that the Town Mayor intended to launch a Clean Up Penryn campaign in the 
spring of 2014.  Councillor D Garwood advised that the university’s caretakers and 
gardeners could provide assistance with the campaign. 
 

97. AUDIT OPINION 
 

 RESOLVED that the opinion of the external auditor on the Town Council’s annual return for 
the year ended 31 March 2013 be noted. 
 
Proposed by Councillor E L Wilkes and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 

98. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

 RESOLVED that in accordance with Section 1 of the Public Bodies Admission to Meetings 
Act 1960, the public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following 
item by reasons of the confidential nature of the item.  Proceedings, apart from any 
resolutions passed, shall remain confidential. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor C Hutchings 
 

99. APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR 
 

 RESOLVED that Hudson Accounting Ltd be appointed as Penryn Town Council’s auditors 
for the year ending 31 March 2014. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M Snowdon and seconded by Councillor W J Hodge 
 
RESOLVED that a letter of thanks be written to the outgoing internal auditor. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor E L Wilkes 

  
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.40 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
 
 

TOWN MAYOR 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE SECTION 106 STEERING GROUP HELD ON MONDAY 
18 NOVEMBER 2013 AT 10.00 A.M. IN THE TOWN HALL, PENRYN 
 

 
Councillors:  Mrs Beverley Hulme (Chairman) 
    Mrs Gill Grant 
    Mrs Mary May 

  
Co-Optees:   Martin Northern 

Christopher Smith 
 

 
59. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mark Snowdon and Andrew 
Marston. 
 

60. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
61. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 10 OCTOBER 2013 

 
RESOLVED that Minute Nos. 53 to 58 of the meeting of the Section 106 Steering Group 
held on 10 October 2013 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs Gill Grant and seconded by Martin Northern 
 

62. MEMBERSHIP OF THE STEERING GROUP 
 
The Town Clerk advised that Andrew Marston had tendered his resignation as he felt he 
had contributed all he could to the work of the Steering Group.   She added that in 
addition to this, changes would be necessary to take account of the fact that Christopher 
Smith had been co-opted as a member of the Town Council. 
 
RESOLVED that a letter of thanks be written to Andrew Marston for his invaluable work 
on the Steering Group and that members of the Group email the Town Clerk with 
suggestions for additional co-opted members. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs Beverly Hulme and seconded by Councillor Mrs Gill Grant 

 
63. COMMERCIAL ROAD 

 
The Steering Group discussed suggestions for the use of any outstanding Section 106 
contributions for transport and agreed the following order of priorities: 
 
1. Landscaped pedestrian refuges. 
2. Improved signage, especially in relation to links to the town centre. 
3. Herringbone parking. 
4. Roundabout at the junction with Church Road. 
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It was noted that additional landscaping might be funded by unspent public open space 
contributions and suggested that recycling bins might be included, perhaps through 
sponsorship from local businesses.  Christopher Smith undertook to carry out a 
door-to-door survey of businesses on Commercial Road. 
 
Concerns were also raised regarding the poor state of a number of buildings on 
Commercial Road and the Town Clerk was instructed to write to a number of landlords 
to request that they take action to address the issues. 
 

64. NEXT STEPS 
 
It was agreed that the next step was to invite the Group Engineer (Transportation), 
Cornwall Council to a meeting to discuss the Steering Group’s list of priorities. 
 

65. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting would be arranged for a date in early February. 

 
AGREED ACTIONS 
 
(a) Town Clerk to write letter of thanks to Andrew Marston for his contribution to the work 

of the Steering Group. 
(b) Members of the Steering Group to email the Town Clerk with suggestions for additional 

co-opted members. 
(c) Christopher Smith to carry out door-to-door survey of businesses on Commercial Road. 
(d) Town Clerk to write to various landlords on Commercial Road regarding the state of 

their buildings. 
(e) Town Clerk to invite the Group Engineer (Transportation) to the next meeting of the 

Steering Group in early February. 
 
There being no further relevant business the meeting was declared closed at 11.05 a.m. 

 
 

 
Chairman 
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Saturday 16th November Penryn Methodist Church Autumn Bazaar  

Friday 22nd November Passing Out Parade HMS Raleigh Torpoint  

Sunday 24th November The High Sheriff of Cornwall Legal Service at Truro Cathedral. Mayor and 

Town Clerk attended.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

MAYOR’S ENGAGEMENTS 

28
th
 October – 24

th
 November 2013 



 

8 
 

 

 
 

PENRYN TOWN COUNCIL 
 

COUNCIL                     2  DECEMBER 2013 
 
 

Report from the Town Clerk 
 

Author:  Michelle Davey, Town Clerk 
 
1. Background 
 
During the period 28 October to 24 November 2013, the Town Clerk attended a number of 
meetings on behalf of Council as detailed in the report. 
 
2. Discussion 
 
Details of the meetings attended are listed below. 
 
Tuesday 12 November – Penryn Arts Festival Meeting: 
The Arts Festival Committee met and discussed involvement in the Christmas Lights Switch-On 
event on 7 December.  It was agreed to hold workshops to make lanterns for the parade.  The 
Committee also discussed involvement in the carnival planned for Penryn Week and it was 
agreed that this would be a good opportunity to support another town event, whilst promoting 
the Arts Festival.  It was also agreed that those contributors who did not require funding for their 
projects should be able to submit their proposal in a less formal way than completion of the form. 
 
Friday 22 November – Glasney Day Celebrations: 
The Town Clerk attended a meeting organised by Councillor D Garwood to discuss an idea for a 
joint project with the University to hold a Glasney Day celebration building on the Green Fields 
event last summer, but with more focus on the cultural and historical background of College Field.  
A number of ideas were discussed, including the performance of Miracle Plays, but it became 
apparent that in order to create a well-organised and worthy event, coupled with the drainage 
issues currently being investigated on Glasney Field, it would be preferable to plan for 2015.  
However, it was agreed that it would be disappointing if the Green Field Festival, and the 
Hillsprint Race, were not repeated again in 2014 regardless. 
 
Sunday 24 November – High Sheriff’s Legal Service: 
The Town Clerk, together with the Town Mayor, attended the High Sheriff’s Legal Service at Truro 
Cathedral. 
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Tuesday 26 November – Budget Setting Meeting: 
The Town Clerk and Finance Officer met with Councillors Mrs G A Grant and C S F Smith to draft 
an outline budget for approval at the Council meeting on 2 December. 
 
Thursday 28 November – CCTV Forum: 
The Town Clerk attended a meeting of the CCTV Forum.  Attendees were advised that Cornwall 
Council had confirmed that it was withdrawing funding for the transmission costs of CCTV in 
Penryn, Falmouth and Truro.  Cornwall Council officers advised that the current cost of 
transmission for Penryn was £8k, and added to that the monitoring costs of £5k, gives a total of 
£13k.  A number of possible options were discussed to reduce the costs, and officers from 
Cornwall Council would work with the Forum to find the best solution.  Cornwall Council would 
be providing capital costs to put in place a new system, but would not be providing any revenue 
funding. 
 
3. Recommendation 
 
That the report be noted. 
 
4. Appendices 
 
None. 
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PENRYN TOWN COUNCIL 
 

COUNCIL                      2 December 2013 
 

Accounts 
 

Author: Helen Perry, Finance Officer 
 
 
1. Background 
 
The accounts of the Town Council are presented for approval at each meeting of the full Council 
(attached as Appendices 1 and 2 to the report).  A budget monitoring report is also attached as 
Appendix 3 to the report.  
 
2. Discussion 
 
The accounts show the total assets of the Council are £141,944.97 as at 20 November 2013.  
Items of expenditure over £500 are as follows: 
 
21st October to 20th November 2013 
 Cornwall Council 554.00 Council Tax – Town Hall 
 Cornwall Council 1549.69 Pensions 
 HM Revenues & Customs 1248.98 Tax/National Insurance 
 Churchill Contract Services 702.70 Monthly Contract – Public Conveniences 
 Cornwall Council 866.25 Rent – Saracen House (Oct-End Dec 2013) 
 W T Flockhart Ltd 554.06 New Boiler Pump & Service (Town Hall) 
 Robbie’s Garden Services 3650.00 Glebe – Planting Flowerbed 
 Robbie’s Garden Services 1750.00 Glebe – new pathway 
 Councillor Mrs Beverly Hulme 1375.00 Mayor’s Allowance (2nd half) 
 Ricoh UK Limited 720.70 Copier lease and photocopying 

 
The following are items of note on the budget monitor report not previously reported: 
 

 Town Hall (306) Annual Contracts – Has gone over budget by £30.10 all our service 
contracts have been completed for this financial year, we are therefore not expecting any 
further expenditure. 

 (452) Burial Ground Maintenance – is currently showing an overspend of £944.25, this is 
mainly due to the installation of the gravel path and the planting of a large flowerbed.  We 
are expecting further expenditure of approximately £700 for the remainder of the 
maintenance contract. 

 Approved Expenditure Town Events (553) – the Gorsedh Kernow final payment of 
£875.71 has been received this brings the expenditure back within budget. 
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3. Recommendation 
 
That the report be noted. 
 
4. Appendices 
 
1. Accounts Report (attached separately) 
2. Accounts Paid (attached separately) 
3. Budget Monitor Report (attached separately)
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PENRYN TOWN COUNCIL 
 

COUNCIL                     2  DECEMBER 2013 
 
 

Penryn Car Parks 
 

Author:  Michelle Davey, Town Clerk 
 
 
1. Background 
 
Penryn Town Council currently leases Permarin car park from Cornwall Council on the basis that 
it remains a free car park.  Cornwall Council runs Commercial Road as a pay and display car park.  
Whilst Permarin car park is almost always full or near to full to capacity, Commercial Road is 
frequently almost empty.  Due to the popularity of Permarin car park with local residents, the 
Penryn Traders Group are concerned that there is no parking provision for visitors to Penryn and 
residents from outside the town centre wishing to use the town centre facilities and shops.  The 
Group has suggested that a solution would be to swap the lease for Permarin car park with a 
similar lease for Commercial Road car park, with the assumption that this would encourage local 
residents to park on Commercial Road, freeing up spaces in Permarin for shoppers.  At its 
previous meeting of 4 November, the Town Council resolved to investigate the issue further and 
held a public meeting on 25 November to gauge the opinion of local residents, which was 
attended by approximately 40 residents. 
 
2. Discussion 
 
The notes of the public meeting are attached as an Appendix to the report.  In addition, emails 
have been received and forwarded to Councillors from just under 50 residents, some but not all of 
which, attended the public meeting.  The overwhelming majority of comments do not support the 
proposal and a sizeable number suggest that the Town Council considers taking on a lease for 
Commercial Road car park in addition to Permarin.  There have also been a number of related 
points raised which Council may wish to consider.  Firstly, it was suggested that the shoppers’ 
spaces were underused due to a lack of awareness, and secondly it was acknowledged that 
signage is poor. 
 
3. Recommendation 
 
That 
 
(a) the Town Council enters into negotiations with Cornwall Council on the renewal of the lease 

for Permarin car park together with an additional lease for Commercial Road car park; 
(b) the Town Council promotes the shoppers’ spaces to increase awareness; and 
(c) the Town Council works towards providing better signage for both car parks. 
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4. Appendices 
 
Notes of the public meeting held on 25 November 2013. 
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Appendix 1 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON PERMARIN CAR PARK 

DATE: Monday 25th November 2013 
TIME:  7.00pm 

VENUE: Penryn Town Hall 

 
Councillors Present:  
Mrs Beverly Hulme – Town Mayor  

Miss Michelle Davey – Town Clerk 
Mrs M V Bennett, N S Ferris, D Garwood, Mrs G A Grant, K S Green, W J Hodge, 

Mrs C Hutchings, M J Mullins, Mrs S Peters, C S F Smith, M Snowdon  
Members of the Public Present: Approximately 40 members of the public attended 
Proposal: To swap the lease for Permarin car park with a similar lease for 

Commercial Road car park. The proposal was put forward by the Penryn Traders 
Group as a way of increasing the footfall in the town by providing more parking for 
shopping visitors.  

 
Public comments (AGAINST): 

 Shopper’s spaces are never full. Swapping the car parks will not encourage 

shoppers as they will have to walk further in to town.  

 If we restrict parking in Permarin customers will be more inclined to shop at 

the large supermarkets because of free parking and available spaces.  

 The car park at Penryn railway station was purposely made pay and display to 

encourage people to take public transport. That car park is always empty as a 

result, because people are not prepared to pay money. 

 Commercial Road car park is not as central as Permarin car park and people 

who work will have to walk further and feel unsafe when gets dark at night. 

 Swapping the car parks will affect traders in a negative way as customers will 

not pay Cornwall Council charges in Permarin car park either. 

 The empty shopper’s spaces currently in Permarin are empty almost all day 

which suggests there is no demand for more shoppers parking. 

 Residents who currently live around Permarin will have to walk further. Part of 

Permarin should be especially for residents only. 

 

Public Comments (FOR):  

 There are not enough shoppers’ spaces in Permarin car park at the moment to 

attract people into the town.  

 As a resident who lives in Permarin, I have to park in Commercial Road car 

park anyway due to it being so full at Permarin. Swapping the car parks may 

reduce the amount of cars being left for days and weeks at a time. 

 Traders will take their chances with pay and display because customers will 

know they have guaranteed parking close to town. Being pay and display in 

Permarin will actually open spaces for residents as it will free after 4pm 

anyway for residents who come home from work and need somewhere to park 

for the evenings.  
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General Comments:  

 The Shoppers spaces in Permarin car park need to be advertised more. Better 

signage is important. 

 There needs to be a happy balance and compromise with residents and 

traders.  

 Possibly more short stay spaces in Permarin. 

 Monitor how long cars have been parked in Pemrarin car park. 

 Both Commercial Road and Permarin car park should be free. 

 People who work in Penryn need to be considered. 

 Similar amount of spaces in both car parks so there won’t be any 

disadvantage. 
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PENRYN TOWN COUNCIL 
 

COUNCIL                     2 DECEMBER 2013 
 
 

Budget Presentation 2014/2015 
 

Author:  Michelle Davey, Town Clerk 
 
 
1. Background 
 
The Town Council is required to inform Cornwall Council of its precept by the end of December 
each year and in preparation for this, a draft budget has been prepared by the Town Clerk and the 
Finance Officer, in consultation with the Deputy Mayor and Councillor C S F Smith.  The draft 
budget is presented here for Council to consider, amend as necessary and approve for submission 
to Cornwall Council.  
 
2. Discussion 
 
The budget is prepared by first estimating the projected outturn at the end of 2013/14.  From 
this, a judgement is made as to the likely estimated income/expenditure in 2014/15.  In most 
cases, this is simply estimated by increasing the amount by 5% to allow for an uplift in costs.  For 
other budget lines, there will be specific costs that are expected in the next year, or projects or 
commitments that Council wishes to undertake.  Once the income and expenditure for 2014/15 
has been estimated, the precept can then be calculated. 
 
To understand how the budget has been prepared, details of items of note are given below: 
 
INCOME 
 
Bank Interest £150 Estimated income has increased due to regular investment of 

the reserve funds. 
Grants £37280 This includes the Localised Council Tax Support Grant from 

Cornwall Council.  The grant payment for Penryn is 
£28,012.65.  A reduction of £4k on the previous year. 

SSMHT £0 This budget line has been removed as the anticipated 
transfer of the assets of the Stuart Stephen Memorial Hall to 
the Town Council did not proceed. 

 
  



 

17 
 

EXPENDITURE 
 
Salaries £108,299 The way that the salary budget is presented has been altered 

to remove tax and employee’s NI and pension contribution as 
these amounts are included within the gross salary and are 
not therefore an additional cost to the Council.  The increase 
in the budget includes annual scale increments and maternity 
pay. 

Training and Travel £2000 The training budget has been reduced as all staff have now 
completed NVQ training and ECDL so training needs in the 
coming year are minimal. 

Postage £1230 Postage costs have increased more than expected due to 
changes in the post office pricing methods.  The Town Clerk 
has also implemented a policy of sending all post second 
class where possible. 

Stationery £895 A tighter control on stationery orders has reduced the 
budget. 

Telephone/Fax/ 
Internet 

£1460 The Town Council negotiated a cheaper contract. 

Election Expenses £0 The budget for election expenses was underspent due to 
there being no requirement for an election in 2013.  This 
amount has been transferred to earmarked reserves for 
future elections. 

Penryn Week 
Expenditure 

£1500 The budget has been increased to cover the cost of adding a 
carnival parade. 

Clean Up Penryn 
Campaign 
(2014/2015) 

£1000 This is a one-off budget line for a campaign to clean up 
Penryn in spring 2014. 

Civic Insignia/Regalia £700 To cover the cost of two new hats for the Mace Bearers. 
Town Hall – Repairs 
and Maintenance 

£10,110 Includes estimate of £8110 for redecorating exterior. 

Temperance Hall – 
Gas & Electricity 

£3920 The previous year’s budget underestimated the cost of gas 
and electricity, possibly due to the hall being underused 
during the refurbishment. 

Public Conveniences – 
Annual Contracts 

£7930 Includes an increase of £300 for servicing of the Wallgate 
systems. 

Stuart Stephen 
Memorial Hall 

£0 This budget line has been removed as the anticipated 
transfer of the assets of the Stuart Stephen Memorial Hall to 
the Town Council did not proceed. 

Burial Ground – 
Maintenance 

£3000 The budget has been reduced as the previous year included 
extra work. 

Car Parks £21,640 This figure includes provision for taking on the lease for 
Commercial Road car park in addition to Permarin Road.  
This has been added to budget due to the number of 
comments received from residents since the public meeting 
on 25 November suggesting that this is what the Town 
Council should be doing.  However, if this is not something 
which the Council wishes to consider, this budget line can be 
reduced by £10,570. 

CCTV £13,000 Cornwall Council has confirmed withdrawal of all funding for 
CCTV so the Town Council will need to fund the transmission 
costs in addition to monitoring costs next year if it wishes to 
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continue with the service.  The figure given here is the worst 
case scenario and it is hoped that working with Cornwall 
Council officers, the system can be modified to reduce the 
costs.  However, it will still need a minimum fund of £5000 to 
continue. 

Capital Expenditure – 
Furniture and Fittings 

£1500 This includes a budget for a meeting table and chairs in the 
Town Clerk’s office to create a multi-purpose meeting 
room/Mayor’s Parlour/quiet room. 

Bus Shelters £0 There has not been a need identified for additional bus 
shelters in Penryn this year. 

Town Signs £1500 Additional signage linking car parks to the town centre. 
Litter Bins £1000 Fund for an additional 10 litter bins as suggested by 

Councillor M J Mullins and to contribute towards the planned 
Clean Up Penryn Campaign. 

Noticeboard £300 The Temperance Hall noticeboard has been vandalised in the 
last week and needs a heavy duty replacement. 

Floral Displays £1500 The town’s floral displays cost more than expected in 2014-
15 as they are no longer watered by volunteers. 

Litter Bin 
Maintenance 

£1000 Cost of emptying 10 additional litter bins for one year. 

 
In respect of the precept, this has been calculated as follows: 
 
Estimated expenditure 2014/15    £261,646 
Estimated income 2014/15                 £50,755 
Estimated shortfall                              £210,891 
 
Projected income 2013/14                   £216,302 
Projected expenditure 2013/14          £230,022 
Projected Deficit                                    £13,720 
 
Current reserves (balances b/f)            £72,942 
Required reserves            £57,723 (25% of turnover, plus £5k earmarked reserves) 
Surplus in reserves                                 £15,219 
 
If the reserve surplus £15,219 is transferred, this leaves a carry forward figure of £1499. 
 
Therefore the precept is: 
 
Estimated shortfall 2014/15               £210,891 
Less surplus carried forward                  £1,499 
Precept                                               £209,392 
 
Rounded up to £210,000 and based on the draft council tax base figures for Penryn of 1934.41,  
this is an increase of £24.81/year (£2.48/month) per Band D household, or 29.6%. 
 
Clearly, in terms of percentage this is a significant increase, however, the actual cost to an average 
taxpayer of £2.48 a month, will provide an additional free car park, keep the public conveniences 
open for another year, safeguard the CCTV system, maintain the Council’s buildings in good order, 
provide better signage in the town, increase the provision of litter bins, and fund a Clean Up 
Penryn Campaign, all of which are issues that residents themselves have raised with the Town 
Council over the previous year.  
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In addition to this, there is still a suggestion that the capping of Local Authority Council Tax will 
be extended to Local Councils, perhaps as early as next year and if the Town Council wishes to 
provide the services listed above, this year could be the last opportunity to do so for some time. 
 
3. Recommendation 
 
That the proposed budget, attached as an Appendix to the report, be approved for 2014/15 and 
that £15,219 be transferred from reserves. 
 
4. Appendices 
 
1. Draft budget 2014/15 (attached separately) 
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PENRYN TOWN COUNCIL 
 

COUNCIL                     2  DECEMBER 2013 
 
 

Proposed Stopping-Up of Recorded Right of Way 
 

Author:  Michelle Davey, Town Clerk 
 
 
1. Background 
 
On 13 July 2011, a planning application was approved to demolish existing waterside showrooms 
and replace with three ground floor retail units and 8 flats at first and second floor with 
associated parking sites, at the site of Waterside Kitchens and Bathrooms on Commercial Road.  
Work has now begun on site and the current developer has submitted an application for the 
stopping-up of the recorded right of way marked on the definite map as No. 4 in the Parish of 
Penryn.  The footpath runs from the site on Commercial Road to the Memorial Gardens. 
 
2. Discussion 
 
Cornwall Council intends to make an Order to stop-up the public right of way to enable the 
permitted development to be carried out.  Councillors will be aware of the unsightly impact of the 
current building on Commercial Road and fully supported the original planning application, with 
the knowledge that it would entail the stopping-up of the footpath. 
 
3. Recommendation 
 
That the Town Council has no objection to the proposal to stop-up Footpath Number 4 in the 
Parish of Penryn associated with Planning Application No. C1/PA01/0006/10/M. 
 
4. Appendices 
 
Indicative Plan (attached separately) 
  
 
 


