
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PENRYN TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 7 OCTOBER 2013 AT 
7.00 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, PENRYN 

 
Councillors Present: 
 
Mrs B Hulme – Town Mayor 
N S Ferris, D Garwood, Mrs G A Grant, K S Green, J Langan, Mrs M K May, M J Mullins, C S F Smith, 
M Snowdon and E L Wilkes 

 
 
64. APOLOGIES 
  
 Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Mrs M V Bennett (ill health), 

W J Hodge (away), Mrs C Hutchings (training), Mrs S Peters (work) and G C Rickard (ill 
health). 

  
65. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
 Councillor Mrs G A Grant declared a non-registrable interest in Agenda No. 18 (Section 137 

Grants) as she was the Chairman of the Falmouth and Penryn Sea Cadets.  Councillor 
Mrs M K May declared a non-registrable interest in Agenda No. 10 (Accounts) as her sister 
had provided refreshments for the Gorsedh event. 
 

66. PRESENTATION FROM CAPTAIN MARK SANSOM, FALMOUTH HARBOUR 
COMMISSIONERS, ON PROPOSALS FOR THE DREDGING OF FALMOUTH HARBOUR 
 

 Captain Mark Sansom, Falmouth Harbour Master, gave a presentation to Council on the 
proposed dredging of Falmouth harbour and the role of the Falmouth Harbour Masters, and 
the Harbour Commissioners.  He advised that Falmouth was a Trust Port with the aim of 
operating commercially whilst provided a service to the community as a whole.  Councillors 
were advised that the results of the trial dredge were not likely to be known until late 2013 
to early 2014, after which the Maritime Management Organisation would make a 
determination on the dredging.  Town and Parish Council views would be sought before a 
decision was made. 
 

67. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

 The Town Clerk advised that no requests had been received from members of the public 
wishing to speak at the meeting. 
 

68. MINUTES 
  
 RESOLVED that minutes 46 to 63 of the Council meeting held on 16 September 2013 be 

approved and signed as a correct record. 
 
Proposed by Councillor D Garwood and seconded by Councillor M Snowdon 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 16 September 2013 were 
noted. 
 

69. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 The Town Clerk read two letters of thanks from the Grand Bard and the Gorsedh Marshal 
for the work carried out in hosting the annual Gorsedh ceremony.  A further letter of thanks 
had been received from Home-Start Kernow for a Section 137 Grant. 



 

70. MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ENGAGEMENTS 
 

 The Town Mayor presented a list of her engagements since the previous Council meeting 
which was noted.  She advised that she had also attended in August the installation of the 
Reverend Celia Phillips as a new minister on the Methodist circuit.  She had also attended a 
number of events during the week of the Gorsedh ceremony and personally thanked the 
Town Clerk, Town Mayor, Councillors M K May, D Garwood and M Snowdon for their hard 
work, in addition to thanking Councillor K S Green on behalf of his son who had taken part 
in the ceremony.  The Town Mayor advised that as a result of the Mayor of Torpoint 
attending the Gorsedh as next year’s host, she had been invited to attend a parade in 
Torpoint on 22 September for the freedom of the town for HMS Raleigh.  She had also 
attended Falmouth’s Civic Service on 6 October. 
 
The Town Mayor advised Councillors that the annual Samaritan’s Quiz would be held in 
Penryn Bowling Club on Monday 14 October. 
 

71. REPRESENTATIONS BY CORNWALL COUNCIL MEMBERS AND REPORTS BY 
COUNCILLORS ATTENDING EXTERNAL MEETINGS 
 

 Cornwall Councillor Mary May gave an oral report to Council and advised of the following: 
 
 Councillor May had met on site with transport officers and Councillor W J Hodge to 

discuss the proposals for traffic calming at West Street following the Town Council’s 
comments at the previous Council meeting.  The transport officers had taken on board 
the Council’s comments regarding a radar sign at West End, but it was unlikely that the 
planned speed cushions would be put in place and as the suggested yellow lines were 
already in place, it was possible that the entire scheme would be dropped and the funds 
returned to the developer. 

 The bus shelter at Penryn Station had been in a poor state with graffiti and weeds for 2½ 
months and she had requested that the Town Council deal with the problem.  The Town 
Clerk advised that she had not been made aware of the issue and would look into it. 

 Cornwall Council had indicated a willingness to swap the lease for Permarin car park 
with a similar lease for Commercial Road car park, a scheme which had been suggested 
by the Penryn Traders Group.  Cornwall Council owned a plot of land adjoining the 
north-west corner of the car park, known as Old Baker’s Yard, and had identified it as a 
potential development site for low cost housing.  This would provide a pedestrian link 
from the car park to New Street.  She requested that it be placed on the next Council 
agenda for discussion. 

 Enquiries had also been made regarding the possibility of transferring ownership of 
College Field to the Town Council. 

 Councillor May advised that she was a member of the following Committees: Appeals 
Committee; Central Sub-Area Planning Committee; Harbours Board; Licensing Act 
Committee; Partnerships Portfolio Advisory Committee (substitute); Reputation and 
Performance Portfolio Advisory Committee; Strategic Planning Committee (Vice-Chair); 
and West Sub-Area Planning Committee (substitute).  She was also appointed to the 
Bereavement Services Advisory Group. 
 

In response to a question from Councillor C S F Smith in relation to ringfenced funding for 
the dredging of Falmouth harbour, she advised that each individual pot of ringfenced 
funding would be looked at in the budget, but Falmouth Local Members were lobbying for 
the funding to be set aside. 
 
Councillor D Garwood advised that he had attended a meeting of the Glasney Green Space 
Regeneration Group, which had discussed options for the drainage on Glasney Field with 
 



 

Cornwall Council’s Open Spaces Manager.  The Group would be meeting with the officer on 
a regular basis with the next meeting being held on 8 October. 
 

72. REPORT FROM THE TOWN CLERK 
 

 The Town Clerk presented a report on her attendance at meetings during the period 
23 August to 29 September 2013 which was noted. 
 

73. ACCOUNTS 
 

 The statement and list of payments made for the period 21 August to 20 September 2013 
were presented.  In response to a question from Councillor Mrs M K May, the Town Clerk 
advised that the hire of chairs for the Gorsedh had been paid out of the budget set aside for 
the event. 
 
RESOLVED that the list of accounts paid from 21 August to 20 September 2013 be 
approved. 
 
Proposed by Councillor J Langan and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 

74. TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

 An outline application (PA13/07829) for a new dwelling on land adjacent to 51 Woodland 
Avenue, Penryn was considered by Council due to the deadline for response being before 
the next meeting of the Planning Committee. 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Council has no objection to the principle of development on this 
site, however, the current outline proposal is unacceptable due its overbearing nature on 
the host property and the excessive ridge height which is incongruous with the surrounding 
streetscape. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M Snowdon and seconded by Councillor E L Wilkes 
 

75. RENT REVIEWS 
 

 The Town Council considered a report on a retrospective demand from Cornwall Council 
for rent increases dating back to 2010 for Permarin car park and Saracen House.  The Town 
Clerk advised that initial legal advice obtained from the National Association of Local 
Councils was that in respect of rent review clauses in leases, the general presumption was 
that time was not of the essence for the landlord’s right to review the rent.  Unless a lease 
expressly stated that the landlord must strictly observe the rent review timetable in a lease, 
or that ‘time is of the essence’ for rent reviews or any of the landlord’s obligations in 
relation to them, the landlord could review the rent whenever he wanted.  The legal team 
further advised the Town Council to obtain specialist advice if the Council wished to pursue 
the matter. 
 
During debate a number of comments were made regarding the failure of Cornwall Council 
to review the rent, however, it was also acknowledged that the cost of disputing the 
demand could outweigh the benefits, even if there was a successful outcome.  The Town 
Clerk advised that the Estate Services Manager had advised that Cornwall Council would 
welcome a proposal from the Town Council that sees the arrears settled by phased 
payments and that it was understood that this may involve a 2014/15 payment. 
 
RESOLVED that a meeting be arranged with the relevant Portfolio Holder and officers of 
Cornwall Council to discuss a way forward. 



 

Proposed by Councillor J Langan and seconded by Councillor Mrs M K May 
 

76. TRAFFIC CONSULTATIONS 
 

 The Council considered a number of traffic consultations as follows: 
 
Helston Road and Station Road 
 
A representation from local resident Roderick Dare was circulated requesting that 
measures be included to improve the safety for vehicles entering Helston Road from Shute 
Lane.  Councillor Mrs M K May advised that Mr Dare had been informed that this was not 
part of the scheme, but that the transport officer had taken on board comments from 
Councillor May that a warning sign at the approach to Shute Lane would alleviate the 
problem. 
 
RESOLVED that the proposed scheme be fully supported. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 
The Praze 
 
The Council discussed a proposal for the installation of two new pedestrian refuges and 
tactile paving at the junctions of Truro Hill, Truro Lane and The Praze.  It was noted that the 
refuge to the west of Truro Hill would result in the loss of two parking spaces and that there 
was a drainage problem outside 1 The Praze that could be resolved when dropping the 
kerb. 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Council supports the proposed scheme, subject to the removal of 
the pedestrian refuge to the west of Truro Hill, and requests that the opportunity be taken 
to resolve a drainage problem at the location of the dropped kerb outside of 1 The Praze. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 
Truro Hill 
 
The Council considered a proposal for the introduction of a No Waiting at Any Time Traffic 
Regulation Order in various locations on Truro Hill.  Concerns were raised that the 
restrictions would simply move the problem elsewhere, however, it was also noted that the 
area around the row of cottages near the bottom of Truro Hill would remain free from 
restrictions. 
 
RESOLVED that the proposed scheme be fully supported. 
 
Proposed by Councillor J Langan and seconded by Council C S F Smith 
 
Councillors N S Ferris, K S Green, M J Mullins and E L Wilkes requested that their names be 
recorded as voting against the above decision. 
 
RESOLVED that in addition to the proposed scheme, preference be given to traffic entering 
Round Ring from Truro Hill by way of a Give Way sign. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 
Following the above item Councillor C S F Smith gave apologies for an early departure and 
left the meeting. 



 

 
Durgan Lane 
 
A proposal for the introduction of a Prohibition Of Motor Vehicles (except for access) Traffic 
Regulation Order and a 30mph Speed Limit Traffic Regulation Order on Durgan Lane was 
considered.  Concerns were raised that this was effectively providing a private road for 
local residents to the detriment of other road users and it was suggested that a preferable 
scheme would be a one-way system and a ban on the use of the road by heavy goods 
vehicles.  It was noted that this would have the added benefit of preventing vehicles from 
exiting Durgan Lane at the bottom on to a dangerous bend in the main road. 
 
RESOLVED that Cornwall Council be requested to revise the scheme to a one-way system 
from the bottom of Durgan Lane to the top, and the inclusion of a ban on the use of Durgan 
Lane by heavy goods vehicles. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by Councillor K S Green 
 
Having left the Chamber during the above item, Councillor N S Ferris did not take part in the 
vote. 
 

77. PERMARIN CAR PARK – CONSTRUCTION SPACES FOR BRIGANTINE 
 

 Following the earlier request that an item be added to the next agenda to discuss a proposal 
to swap the lease for Permarin car park with a similar lease for Commercial Road car park, 
it was proposed that this item be deferred pending the outcome of those discussions. 
 
RESOLVED that the item be deferred pending a decision on a proposal to swap the lease for 
Permarin car park with a similar lease for Commercial Road car park.  
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor D Garwood 
 

78. PERMARIN CAR PARK – PRIVATE AREA 
 

 Following the earlier request that an item be added to the next agenda to discuss a proposal 
to swap the lease for Permarin car park with a similar lease for Commercial Road car park, 
it was proposed that this item be deferred pending the outcome of those discussions. 
 
RESOLVED that the item be deferred pending a decision on a proposal to swap the lease for 
Permarin car park with a similar lease for Commercial Road car park.  
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor D Garwood 
 

79. PENRYN TOWN GUIDE 2015 
 

 The Town Clerk advised that she had received a proposal from the regular publishers of the 
Penryn Town Guide for the publication of 5000 copies for 2015 at no cost to the Council.  It 
was commented that the advertising rates in the Town Guide were expensive and that there 
may be other options such as an online guide or a local printer who may be willing to 
produce the guide.   
 
RESOLVED that further options be explored for the production of a Town Guide in 2015 
and that a report be brought back to a future meeting of the Council. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs G A Grant and seconded by Councillor J Langan 
 



 

80. COMMUNITY NETWORK PANELS 
 

 A consultation by Cornwall Council on the future of Community Network Panels was 
considered by the Council and during debate it was commented that the cost of organising 
meetings of the Panel could be better utilised elsewhere and that the meetings did not serve 
any useful purpose from the Town Council’s perspective.  
 
RESOLVED that Cornwall Council be advised that the Town Council prefers Option 4 of the 
consultation that the Community Network Panel meetings be discontinued. 
 
Proposed by Councillor J Langan and seconded by Councillor K S Green 
 
After speaking on the above item, Councillor Mrs M K May gave apologies for an early 
departure and left the meeting and was therefore not present for the vote. 
 

81. SECTION 137 GRANTS 
 

 The Town Clerk presented a report detailing a number of requests for Section 137 Grants 
which included a deferred decision on a request from the Penryn Rowing Club pending 
further information.  The Town Clerk had been advised by the Rowing Club that 50% of its 
junior members were resident in Penryn. 
 
RESOLVED that the Penryn Rowing Club be awarded a Section 137 Grant of £260 towards 
the costs of new lifejackets for the junior section of the club. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by Councillor M Snowdon 
 
RESOLVED that the Falmouth and Penryn Sea Cadets be awarded a Section 137 Grant of 
£500 towards the cost of purchasing the necessary kit for cadets to take part in the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award – Expedition, planning and leadership. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by Councillor E L Wilkes 
 
Having declared a non-registrable interest in the above item earlier in the meeting, 
Councillor Mrs G A Grant left the Chamber for the duration of the item and did not take part 
in the debate or the vote. 
 

  
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.15 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
 
 

TOWN MAYOR 


