
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PENRYN TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 2 SEPTEMBER 2013 
AT 7.00 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, PENRYN 

 
Councillors Present: 
 
Mrs B Hulme – Town Mayor 
N S Ferris, D Garwood, Mrs G A Grant, K S Green, W J Hodge, J Langan, Mrs M K May, M J Mullins, 
Mrs S Peters (late), M Snowdon and E L Wilkes 

 
 
46. APOLOGIES 
  
 Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Mrs M V Bennett, 

Mrs C Hutchings, G C Rickard and C S F Smith 
  
47. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
 There were no declarations of interest. 

 
48. MINUTES 
  
 RESOLVED that minutes 30 to 45 of the Council meeting held on 1 July 2013 be approved 

and signed as a correct record. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs G A Grant and seconded by Councillor J Langan 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 15 July 2013 were noted. 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 19 August 2013 were noted. 
 

49. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 The Town Clerk read two letters of thanks from members of Penryn Methodist Church for a 
Section 137 Grant towards their summer holiday club. 
 

50. MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ENGAGEMENTS 
 

 The Town Mayor presented a list of her engagements since the previous Council meeting 
which was noted.  She highlighted the success of Penryn Week, the Penryn Arts Festival and 
Penryn Town Fair.  She expressed her thanks to Councillor Mrs M K May, the Penryn Arts 
Festival Committee and the Town Fair Committee, and also thanked the Deputy Mayor for 
her support in covering those engagements for which she was unavailable. 
 
RESOLVED that a letter of thanks be sent to Councillor Mrs M K May and the Penryn Arts 
Festival for their work in organising Penryn Week and the Penryn Arts Festival 
respectively. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs B Hulme and seconded by Councillor M J Mullins 
 
During the above item, Councillor Mrs S Peters gave apologies for a late arrival. 
 

  



 

51. REPRESENTATIONS BY CORNWALL COUNCIL MEMBERS AND REPORTS BY 
COUNCILLORS ATTENDING EXTERNAL MEETINGS 
 

 Cornwall Councillor Mary May gave an oral report to Council and advised of the following: 
 
 Cornwall Councillors had been advised at a budget meeting that they should expect very 

heavy cuts to funding and services and that it was possible that there would be no 
individual highways budgets set aside for Local Members.  However, it was confirmed 
that Members would have a community budget of £3000 and forms were available to 
apply for a grant on request or online. 

 The sports evening for Penryn Week had been particularly successful and it had been 
agreed that the theme for 2014 would be World War I in collaboration with the Royal 
British Legion.  She advised that meetings would commence in the New Year and that 
additional support from Town Councillors would be welcome. 

 She thanked Councillors for supporting the Fair Day raffle and the Town Clerk for 
allowing the Finance Officer to support the Committee of five.  She apologised for the late 
tabling of the Accounts report as a result.  Although there had been less stalls this year, 
the attendance from residents remained good.  She expressed her gratitude to Councillor 
John Hodge and David Parry for erecting the marquees. 

 The hanging baskets had been disappointing this year, but it was the first time that they 
had not been watered by volunteers and she felt that they had suffered from not being 
watered every day during the hot weather and this would be revisited for the coming 
year. 
 

In response to a question from Councillor J Langan, she advised that the headline figure for 
budget cuts at Cornwall Council was £198m by 2018 with a potential increase in Council 
Tax of 1.97%. 
 
Councillor D Garwood advised that he had been unable to attend the most recent meeting of 
the Glasney Green Space Regeneration Group, but that there was another meeting on 
3 September with Cornwall Council’s Open Spaces Manager, Donald Martin, which he would 
be attending.  He advised that following meetings with Mr Martin, the Group was feeling 
positive. 
 

52. REPORT FROM THE TOWN CLERK 
 

 The Town Clerk presented a report on her attendance at meetings during the period 
23 June to 22 August 2013 which was noted. 
 

53. ACCOUNTS 
 

 The Town Clerk advised that due to a miscommunication the statement and list of 
payments made for the periods 21 June to 20 July 2013 and 20 July to 20 August 2013 had 
not been tabled at the meeting. However, the covering report had been tabled which 
highlighted the major payments and budget issues.  The Town Clerk advised that the 
missing Appendices would be circulated to Councillors by email and published on the 
Council’s website. 
 
RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs G A Grant and seconded by Councillor J Langan 
 

  



 

54. TRAFFIC CALMING IN WEST STREET 
 

 The Town Clerk advised that Cornwall Council was consulting on proposals for traffic 
calming in West Street in accordance with a Section 106 Obligation resulting from the 
development now known as Calver Close.  During debate, a number of issues were raised 
including the following: 
 
 The speed of traffic through West Street was not considered to be excessive, but it was 

acknowledged that there was a problem in West End. 
 The West Street Residents’ Association had campaigned very strongly for traffic calming 

measures in West Street when the planning application was under consideration, but the 
situation had changed since. 

 Although there were over 250 dwellings in West Street and Calver Close, there were only 
nine objections to the scheme. 

 It was suggested that speed cushions would cause the bus drivers to hit the trees in West 
Street. 

 It was noted that some traffic calming would be beneficial, but the general consensus 
was that speed cushions were not appropriate in this case. 

 It was suggested that a radar speed sign at West End would be more effective in slowing 
the traffic in this area. 

 It was further suggested that yellow lines on the corner of Calver Close would improve 
visibility of vehicles exiting on to West Street. 

 
RESOLVED that Cornwall Council be advised that the Town Council considers that speed 
cushions are unnecessary and unwelcomed by the residents of West Street and would 
request that alternative measures be considered, such as a radar speed sign at West End to 
slow the traffic and parking restrictions on the corner of Calver Close to improve visibility 
for exiting vehicles. 
 
Proposed by Councillor J Langan and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 

55. FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

 The Council considered a proposal to form a Finance Committee to consider key financial 
reports in detail prior to consideration by the full Council.  During debate a number of 
issues were raised including the following: 
 
 An additional Committee would result in less time in the office for the Town Clerk. 
 The proposed Committee was expected to meet only two to three times a year to carry 

out specific tasks. 
 Previous similar Committees had been abolished to reduce the amount of time that the 

Town Clerk and Councillors spent in meetings. 
 It was commented that the Town Council had a Town Clerk who applied herself well to 

the position as well as a Finance Officer and it was perfectly acceptable for them to call 
on Councillors to assist in the process if necessary. 

 It was noted that the previous year’s budget meeting had been inquorate. 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Council does not form a Finance Committee and that financial 
reports continue to be presented directly to full Council. 
 
Proposed by Councillor E L Wilkes and seconded by Councillor Mrs M K May 
 

  



 

56. COMMUNITY EMERGENCY PLAN WORKING PARTY 
 

 At its meeting of 1 July 2013, the Town Council resolved to form a Working Party to 
formulate a Community Emergency Plan for Penryn.   The Town Clerk presented draft 
Terms of Reference for the Working Party for approval and the Town Mayor asked for 
volunteers to sit on the Working Party.  It was noted that there was an existing plan which 
should be used as a starting point for a revised plan. 
 
RESOLVED that the draft Terms of Reference for the Community Emergency Plan Working 
Party, as set out in the Appendix to the report, be approved, subject to an amendment that it 
should comprise six members of the Town Council, and that the following Councillors be 
appointed to the Working Party: 
 
Councillor N S Ferris 
Councillor K S Green 
Councillor J Langan 
Councillor Mrs M K May 
Councillor M J Mullins 
Councillor E L Wilkes. 
 
Proposed by Councillor E L Wilkes and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 

57. CODE OF CONDUCT 
 

 The Town Clerk advised that Cornwall Council’s Standards Committee had agreed to review 
the Code of Conduct one year on from the changes to the ethical standards regime and 
presented a report setting out the main points that they would welcome the Town Council’s 
views on.  The Town Clerk advised that the only issues that had been raised in relation to 
the Code were in regards to sanctions which would be subject to a further consultation later 
in the year. 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Council has no comment to make on the Code of Conduct at this 
time.  
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs G A Grant and seconded by Councillor K S Green 
 

58. COUNCILLOR ATTENDANCE 
 

 The Council considered a report on Councillor attendance at meetings with a proposal that 
reasons for absence be recorded in minutes of meetings and that attendance records be 
published on the Town Council’s website.  The Town Mayor advised that Falmouth Town 
Council published this information in its Annual Report and local newspapers.  During the 
debate it was commented that the role of Councillor was a voluntary position and this in 
itself should be sufficient.  However, it was further commented that information should be 
available to electors as to whether Councillors attended meetings. 
 
Following a tied vote, the Town Mayor exercised her right to a casting vote and it was 
 
RESOLVED that reasons for absence be recorded in the minutes of meetings of the Council 
and its Committees and that attendance records be recorded on the Council’s website. 
 
Proposed by Councillor E L Wilkes and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 

  



 

59. PUBLIC SPEAKING AT MEETINGS 
 

 The Town Mayor advised that she had recently attended Chairmanship training provided 
by the Cornwall Association of Local Councils and felt that it would be good practice for the 
Town Council to put in place procedures for public speaking at meetings in the interests of 
consistency and transparency.  A draft protocol was attached as an Appendix to the report.   
 
RESOLVED that the draft Protocol for Public Speaking at Council Meetings, as set out in the 
Appendix to the report, be adopted. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by Councillor E L Wilkes 
 
Councillor Mrs M K May requested that her name be recorded as voting against the above 
decision. 
 

60. CORNISH LANGUAGE POLICY 
 

 The Town Mayor invited Councillor D Garwood to outline his proposal for the adoption of a 
Cornish Language Policy.  In response to concerns regarding the cost of replacing street 
signs, he advised that the intention was not to replace signs but merely to encourage the 
use of the Cornish language on all new signs.  The Town Clerk advised that the Truro City 
Clerk had provided a copy of the City Council’s policy as a basis for the draft Policy. 
 
RESOLVED that the draft Cornish Language Policy as set out in the Appendix to the report 
be adopted. 
 
Proposed by Councillor D Garwood and seconded by Councillor E L Wilkes 
 
Following the above decision, Councillor K S Green gave apologies for an early departure 
and left the meeting. 
 

61. APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

 The Town Clerk presented a report which proposed amendments to appointments to 
outside bodies.  The Council was advised that were currently six representatives of the 
Town Council who were Trustees of Stuart Stephen Memorial Hall, but Councillor 
E L Wilkes had inadvertently not been included despite having previously been a Trustee 
since his appointment to the Council.  Councillor Mrs M K May advised that she had not 
been aware of the proposal that Councillor E L Wilkes replace her as the Council’s 
representative and that she was not willing to stand down in this instance.  The Town Clerk 
apologised for this oversight which was due to a misunderstanding whereupon Councillor 
J Langan advised that he would be willing to make way for Councillor E L Wilkes. 
 
RESOLVED that Councillor E L Wilkes replace Councillor J Langan as a Trustee appointed 
by the Town Council to the Stuart Stephen Memorial Hall Trust. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs G A Grant and seconded by Councillor W J Hodge 
 
The Town Clerk advised that Councillor Mrs M K May had mistakenly been appointed to the 
Cornwall Rail Partnership which was in fact a management team, and that the appropriate 
equivalent body for appointments by the Town Council was the Maritime Line Forum. 
 
RESOLVED that Councillor Mrs M K May be appointed as the Town Council’s representative 
on the Maritime Line Forum. 
 



 

Proposed by Councillor Mrs G A Grant and seconded by Councillor Mrs B Hulme 
 
The Town Clerk advised that subsequent to the co-option of Councillor C S F Smith, 
Councillor Mrs G A Grant had indicated that she would be pleased to stand down as the 
Council’s representative on the Falmouth and Penryn Conservation Areas Advisory 
Committee to be replaced by Councillor C S F Smith, due to his previous experience on the 
Committee and his extensive knowledge of the subject area. 
 
RESOLVED that Councillor C S F Smith replace Councillor Mrs G A Grant as the Town 
Council’s representative on the Falmouth and Penryn Conservation Areas Advisory 
Committee. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs G A Grant and seconded by Councillor Mrs B Hulme 
 

62. SECTION 137 GRANTS 
 

 The Town Clerk presented a report detailing a number of requests for Section 137 Grants.   
 
RESOLVED that Home-Start Kernow be awarded a Section 137 Grant of £250 to assist the 
organisation to continue to provide support in the community. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs G A Grant and seconded by Councillor Mrs S Peters 
 
RESOLVED that the Penryn Christmas Lights Committee be awarded a Section 137 Grant of 
£1500 towards the cost of providing the Christmas Lights display in Penryn and that the 
Town Clerk request a set of accounts from the Committee. 
 
Proposed by Councillor W J Hodge and seconded by Councillor E L Wilkes 
 
Following the above decision Councillor N S Ferris left the Council Chamber. 
 
RESOLVED that Kernow Huffa Puffa’s be awarded a Section 137 Grant of £250 towards the 
cost of engaging the services of a physiotherapist. 
 
Proposed by Councillor E L Wilkes and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 
Following the above decision Councillor N S Ferris returned to the Council Chamber. 
 
RESOLVED that a decision on a request for a Section 137 Grant from the Penryn Rowing 
Club towards the costs of new lifejackets for the junior section of the club be deferred 
pending further information on the percentage of members residing in Penryn. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by Councillor N S Ferris 
 
RESOLVED that a request from Cynthia Richards for a Section 137 Grant to help raise funds 
for Cornwall Hospice Care be denied. 
 
Proposed by Councillor E L Wilkes and seconded by Councillor Mrs M K May 
 
Following the above decision, Councillor E L Wilkes gave apologies for an early departure 
and left the meeting. 
 

  



 

63. FALMOUTH MARINE SCHOOL 
 

 The Town Clerk advised that Falmouth Marine School had been awarded the first part of a 
£3.4m redevelopment grant by the Department of Business Innovation and Skills which 
amounted to approximately £1m and was now seeking a convergence grant for match 
funding to allow it to proceed to the next stage. 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Council writes a letter in support of the Falmouth Marine 
School’s application for a convergence grant for match funding. 
 
Proposed by Councillor D Garwood and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 

  
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.40 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
 
 

TOWN MAYOR 


