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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PENRYN TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 5 NOVEMBER 2012 
AT 7.00 P.M. IN THE TEMPERANCE HALL, PENRYN 

 
Councillors Present: 
 
Mrs G A Grant – Town Mayor 
Mrs B Hulme – Deputy Mayor 
Mrs M V Bennett, K S Green, Mrs C Hutchings, J Langan, Mrs M K May, G K Mockett, M J Mullins, 
Mrs S Peters, D A Prynn, G C Rickard and E L Wilkes 

 
Prior to the meeting, Councillors met with the candidates for the vacancy for a Town Councillor. 
 
There being no representative from Devon and Cornwall Police present, a police report was not 
given. 

 
 
59. APOLOGIES 
  
 Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillor M Snowdon. 
  
60. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
 There were no declarations of interest. 

 
61. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 1 OCTOBER 2012 
  
 RESOLVED that minutes 43 to 58 of the Council Meeting held on 1 October 2012 be 

approved and signed as a correct record. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs C Hutchings and seconded by Councillor K S Green 
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 
15 October 2012 be noted. 
 
Proposed by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by Councillor E L Wilkes 
 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Section 106 Steering Group held on 
22 October 2012 be noted. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs B Hulme and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 
 
RESOLVED that the notes of the meeting of the Management Team held on 15 October 
2012 be noted. 
 
Proposed by Councillor E L Wilkes and seconded by Councillor Mrs G A Grant 

  
62. CORRESPONDENCE 
  
 No correspondence had been received. 

 
63. MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ENGAGEMENTS 

 
 The list of the Town Mayor’s engagements since the previous Council meeting was noted.   
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64. REPRESENTATIONS BY CORNWALL COUNCIL MEMBERS AND REPORTS BY 
COUNCILLORS ATTENDING EXTERNAL MEETINGS 
 

 Cornwall Councillor Mrs M K May gave an oral report to Council and advised of the 
following: 
 
 The Space at Penryn Rugby Club had been approved as a polling station from May 2013. 
 Following a Peer Review, Cornwall Council’s Sub-Area Planning Committees would be 

changing their meeting frequency to four weekly starting at 2.00 p.m. and there would be 
a new requirement for Planning Committee members to be accredited. 

 Councillor May referred to a booklet exploring underwater in a Cornish estuary. 
 Asda had appealed against the decision to refuse permission to lift a planning condition 

to allow them to open a pharmacy and the Town Council would be responding. 
 A consultation on the footpath at Kernick House would end on 23 November. 
 Kernow Young Carers were launching a new website. 
 The NHS Annual Review 2011/12 had been published. 
 The yellow lines that had been agreed for Penryn were still awaited with those at 

Packsaddle being the most contentious.  Others included part of Kernick Industrial 
Estate, Polsethow, Charter Close, Brown’s Hill and Truro Hill, and possibly some lining at 
Bodinar. 

 Other planned works for Penryn included signage for heavy goods vehicles, raised flower 
beds to replace the boat, patching on the Terrace and handrails in Treliever Road. 
 

It was suggested that the Cornwall Councillor for Penryn East and Mylor be requested to 
send a written report for Council meetings as he was unable to attend due to a clash with 
Mylor Parish Council meetings.  Councillor Mrs M K May advised that although Councillor 
Tony Martin did not often attend Penryn Town Council meetings, they did work together on 
projects for Penryn. 
 

65. REPORT FROM THE TOWN CLERK 
 

 The Town Clerk presented a report on her attendance at meetings during the period 
24 September to 28 October 2012 which was noted. 
 

66. ACCOUNTS 
 

 The statement and list of payments made for the period 21 September to 20 October 2012 
were presented.  It was suggested that the Town Clerk investigate the possibility of 
achieving a better rate of interest on the savings account and report back to the next 
Council meeting. 
 

RESOLVED that the list of accounts paid from 21 September to 20 October 2012 be 
approved. 
 
Proposed by Councillor E L Wilkes and seconded by Councillor Mrs M K May 
 

67. CODE OF CONDUCT 
 

 The Town Clerk presented a report on the revised Code of Conduct for City, Community, 
Parish and Town Councils and advised of the amendments that had been made in response 
to feedback from Town and Parish Councils.  During the discussion, it was proposed that 
Councillors should not accept any gifts or hospitality, but it was noted that this would not 
be practical in the case of the Town Mayor and Councillors acting on behalf of the Mayor at 
civic functions and other events of which hospitality was often an integral part. 
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RESOLVED that the final amended Code of Conduct for members of Penryn Town Council, 
attached as Appendix 1 to the report, be adopted in compliance with the Localism Act 2011, 
subject to an amendment that paragraph 2.6 should read: 
 

With the exception of the Mayor, or a member acting on behalf of the Mayor, you 
must not accept any gifts or hospitality that you are offered or receive in connection 
with your official duties as a member that could be seen by the public as likely to 
influence your judgement in any matters.  The Mayor, or a member acting on behalf 
of the Mayor, must record in a register of interests maintained by the Proper Officer 
any gifts or hospitality that he/she is offered or receives in connection with his/her 
official duties as Mayor, or on behalf of the Mayor, and the source of the gift or 
hospitality, that could be seen by the public as likely to influence his/her judgement 
in any matters. 

 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs C Hutchings and seconded by Councillor Mrs S Peters 
 

68. COUNCILLOR DRESS CODE AND ATTENDANCE AT CIVIC EVENTS 
 

 Councillors received a report on Councillor dress code and attendance at civic events and 
the Town Mayor raised concerns that standards of dress at Council meetings had been 
slipping.  Following a further discussion on attendance at civic events it was noted that civic 
events tended to have a religious element which was difficult for some Councillors to 
reconcile with their personal beliefs and it was questioned whether there were currently 
too many civic events. 
 
RESOLVED that 
 
(a) a draft dress code for Councillors be brought back to a later meeting of the Council for 

adoption; and 
(b) the issue of attendance at civic events, and the number of events held each year, be 

discussed at the next management team meeting and a further report be brought back 
to the next meeting of the Council. 

 
Proposed by Councillor M J Mullins and seconded by Councillor D A Prynn 

 

69. STUART STEPHEN MEMORIAL HALL 
 

 A report on a proposal to wind up the Stuart Stephen Memorial Hall Trust and transfer the 
assets to the Town Council was discussed with a number of Councillors speaking in support 
of the proposal. 
 
RESOLVED that a proposal from the Stuart Stephen Memorial Hall Trust to wind up the 
Trust and transfer its assets to Penryn Town Council for a nominal fee be accepted, subject 
to a final decision by the Trust to be taken at its Annual General Meeting. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor M J Mullins 
 

70. DOG FOULING 
 

 A report by the Town Clerk on measures being taken to tackle the issue of dog fouling in 
Penryn was noted.  In response to a question from Councillor G C Rickard, Councillor 
Mrs M K May advised that she would investigate with Cornwall Council the possibility of 
providing bigger dog bins or alternatively, arranging for them to be emptied more 
frequently. 
 



4 

 

71. COUNCILLORS’ QUESTION TIME 
 

 There were no questions from Councillors. 
 

72. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

 RESOLVED that in accordance with Section 1 of the Public Bodies Admission to Meetings 
Act 1960, the public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following 
items by reasons of the confidential nature of the items.  Proceedings, apart from any 
resolutions passed, shall remain confidential. 
 
Proposed by Councillor G K Mockett and seconded by Councillor Mrs C Hutchings 
 

73. VACANCY FOR TOWN COUNCILLOR 
 

 Councillors had met with the five candidates prior to the meeting. 
 
RESOLVED that the vote be taken by secret ballot. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs M K May and seconded by Councillor E L Wilkes 
 
Several votes were taken until a clear majority was reached and Victor Tullin was duly 
co-opted as a member of Penryn Town Council. 
 

74. SARACEN AWARDS 2012 
 

 Councillors received a report detailing the nominations of five candidates for the Saracen 
Awards 2012 and a vote was taken by show of hands. 
 
RESOLVED that Julie Tucker and Rosemary Webber be presented with the Saracen Award 
2012 at a ceremony to be held in January 2013. 

  
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.45 p.m. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 
 

TOWN MAYOR 


